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enab'e claimants of land within the limits of Mis- 
souri and the’ Territory ot Arkansas to institute 
proceedings to try the validity of their c'aims,” ap- 
roved the twenty-sixth day of May, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-four, and an act amending the 
same, and extending the provisions of said acts to 
claimants to land within the State of Louisiana 
and Mississippi, being taken up as in Committee of 
the Whole, was discussed at length by Messrs. 
BENTON, GRUNDY, CLAY of Kentucky, SE- 
VIER, LINN, HENDERSON, ANDERSON, 
CALHOUN, CLAY of Alabama, and BUCHA- 
NAN, the question coming up on the following 
amendment proposed by Mr. BENTON, viz: 

“And be it further enacted, That this act shall not 
apply to any claim in the State of Missouri for 
more than twenty thousand arpens, or to any claim 
exceeding that amount, which lies partly in that 
State, and partly in Arkansas.” 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was negatived—ayes 16, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, ‘Benton, 
Brown, Calhour, Clay of Alabama, Habbard, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Norvell, Smith of Inaiana, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and Wright 
—16. 

NAYS—M¢§s«ts. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, 
Henderson, King, Linn, Mernck, Nicholas, Pogter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roaae, Robinson, and Sevier—19. 

The question was then taken on the engross- 
ment of the bill for a third reading, and decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 21, nays 11, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Critten- 
dea, Dixon, Faltton, Grundy, Henderson, King, 
Knight, Lino, Merrick, Nichulas, Norvell, Porter, 
Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Walker, and White—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Davis, Lump- 
kin, Strange, Sturgeon, and Tappan—11. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Aprit 13, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House further 
testimony in relation to the New Jersey contested 
election; which was referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 

The presentation of petitions being the first thing 
in order, the roll by States was called over for that 
purpose; when they were presented. 

By Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, of New Hamp- 
shire. 

{Mr. Wixuiams presented petitions to protect the 
revenue from fraud; which, on his motion, was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole, having 
thy subject under consideration. Also the petition of 
Mr. Snow and others for rescinding the ruie in rela- 
tion to Abolition petitions; which was not received 
under the 1u'e.} ~ 

By Messrs. ADAMS, CUSHING, and LIN- 
COLN, of Massachuselts. 

Mr. ADAMS presented certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, conceraing cer- 
lain laws of other States, which affect the righ's of 
the citizens of Massachuseti ; [this is supposed to 
relate 10 free negroes of Massachusetts, who, by 
the laws of other States, when taken up on sus- 
picion of being slaves, are imprisoned and sold 
out for jail fce3,) which he moved to-have printed 
and referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr, ANDREWS of Ken'ucky moved that it do 
lie upon the tab'e. wei 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were 

yeas 102, ES kp oi 
Bo it was laid on the table. a4 Ne 
Mr. ADAMS also preseated certain joint reso- 
Jutions of the islature of Massachusetis, de- 





nouncing to resolutions adopted by the House of 
Representatives on the subject of .Abolition peti- 
tions, as a denial of the right of petition and as 
unconstitutional, and asking that the same may be 
rescinded; which Mr. A. moved to refer to a Select 
Commitiee, and have printed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama move that they 
do lie on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
105, nays 64. 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, Jesse 
A. Bynum, William B. Campbell, John Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Conner, Mark 
As Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross, John Davis, John W. 
Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Doig, Drom- 
oes, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Galbraith, James 

arland, Rice Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Graves, 
Griffin, Hastings, Hawes, Hill of North Carolina, Hook, 
George W. Hopkins, Thomas B. Jackson, John Jameson, 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaiiel Jones, John W. Jones, -Kemble, 
King, Leonard, Lucas, McCarty, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Newhard, Nisbet, 
Parish, Pettikin, Pope, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, James Ro- 
gers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumter, Sweney, Talia‘erro, Philip F. Thomas, W. Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Warren, Wat- 
terson, Edward D. White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis 
— Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams 

105 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Briggs, 
Anson Brown, Calhoun, James, Cooper, Corwin Cranston, 
Cushing, Thomas Davee, Edward Davies, Edwards, Evans, 
Everett, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, Grang r, Grinnell, Hall, 
William 8.'Hastings, Henry, Noffman, Howard, Hunt, James, 
Kempshall, Leet, Tinadin Lowell, Marvin, Morgan, Calvary 
Morris, Ogle, Palen, Parmenter, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Ridg- 
way, Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, John Smith, 
Storrs, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, and P. J. 
Wagner—64. 


So they wee laid on the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN presented resolves cf the Legis 
lature of the Commonwealth of Massachuseits, de- 
claring the sense of the Legislature, that the people 
of that Commonwealth have just cause of com- 
plaint on account of the treatment, by the General 
Government, in withholding the payment of the 
claims for militia disbursements and expenses incur- 
red by the State in the late war with Great Britain, 
after the same had been examined and allowed by 
the officer duly appointed to make such examina- 
tion: and further declaring, that the course pursued 
by Congress in this matter toward Massachusetts, 
is a manifest viclation of justice, and that she 
weuld not be true to herself if she would consent 
to remain contented and silent, while she is de- 
prived of her acknowledged rights. Mr. L. moved 
the printing of the resolves, and their reference to 
the Committee on Military Affairs; which was or- 
dered accordingly. 

Mr. L also offered the petition of Chales 
White and numerous other citizens of Holden, in 
the Fifth Congressional District of Massachusetis, 
remonstrating against the rule of the House of Re- 
presentatives, excluding from reception petitions 
on the subject of slavery, and asking its imm/°di- 
ate repeal; which petition Mr. L. moved to have 
referred to a S-lect Committee, with instructions to 
report arescindment of the obnoxious rule: or- 
dered to be jaid on the table. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia called for the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved to posipone the orders 
of the day, for the purpose of continuing the cal! of 
the roll for petitions; which was decided in the ne- 
gative. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, from the Select Commi tee 
on Printing, asked leave to preseat the report of 
the mi ority of that committee in relation of sepa- 
rating the printing from the political press of the 
country. , 

Mr. BLACK objected to the réception of the 
report of the mincrity, ust | the majority were pre- 
pared to present their views. The House some- 
time ago granted the conmittee further time to 
prepare their report, and the time had not yetex- 
pired; and he intended to avail himself of the full 
time to report. He was now preparing it, and 


-hoped the Honse would not authorize ihe printing of 


the views of the minority until the majority were 





— 


ready to report, that hoih might be printed at the 
Same time. 

Mr. R. GARLAND move! to suspend the 
rules to enable him to present the repert, 

Mr. GRAVES demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 74, nays 89. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved that the Heure pass 
to the orders of the day, by resulving itself into 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GRAVES asked leave to present a resolu- 
tion to compel the Commitiee on Pablic Printing 
to make a report. 

Mr. BLACK objected to the reception of the 
resolution,ou the ground that it would not be in order 
for the H: use to compel the commitee tqygeport 
withvut res iodine the resolution granting (f®tom- 
mijtee further tme to report. The committee 
would report at the proper time. 

Mr. GRAVES moved to suspend the rules to 
enable bim to present the resolution; which was, 
however, negatived without a count. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commitiee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. 
Casey inthe chair,) and tosk up the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. WISE, who was entitled to the floor on the 
above bill, spoke at some length in relation to the 
increase in the expenditures. He was followed: in 
reply by Messrs. J. W. JONES and SAMUELS of 
Virginia. 

Mr. STANLY obtained the floor, and made an 
effort to prove that General Harrison was not an 
Abolitionist; and quoted frem the Emancipator, Phi- 
lantropbist,and other Abolition papers,to sustain him 
in the ground he assumed, but was interrupted by 
Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia, who furnished him with 
some extracts from Emane'pators, of a date prior 
to those fr»m which he was quoting, as a proof that 
the editor of that paper advanced the opinion that 
Gen. Harrison’s opinions were favorab'e to the 
cause of Abolition. 

A debate here aros?, in which Messrs. WISE 
and HOPKINS part cipated; when the latter gen- 
tleman, by the permission of the gentleman of 
North Carolina, (Mr, Sranty,] who was stiil enti- 
t'ed to the floor, movel that the committee rise, 
which was agreed to; and the committee r.se, and 
the chairman reported progress om the bil, an! 
asked leave to sit again: leave was granted; then, 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

The House, at 6 o'clock, adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, April 14, 1840. 

Mr. SMITH of Ladiana presented the petition of 
a number of citizens of the State of Indiana, re- 
monstrating against the employment of blocd- 
hounds against the Florida indians. Mr. 8. said 
that, believing from the late accounts, that thess 
animals were not so dangerous as they were sup- 
posed to be, he wonld not trouble any of the com- 
mittees with a con-ideratioa of the petition; and he 
would therefore move to lay it on the table. This 
moiion was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of 1735 
citizens of the city of New York, praying for the 
enactment of a general bankrupt Jaw: referred to 
the Commi:tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. 2!s> presented the memorial of a large 
number of citizews of the city of New York, 
publishers: f perjodicals, magaz nes, &c. praying a 
reduction of the postage oa such publitations, $0 as 
to bring them down to-the same rate of postage as 
is collected on newspapers: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Reads, 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reperted a bill for the relief of 
Charlies McKinsey; which was read, and ordered 
to a second readiog. " ee 

Mr. N. al-o, from the same committee, reported 
bill granting fo the couaty «f Kent, in the State of 
Michigan, the right of pre-emption toa quarter 
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section of the public lands; which was reed, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. N. als», fiom the same commitiee, to which 
were referred 

Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Vermont, in favor of a distribution of the pro eeds 
of the sales of the publ ¢ lands among the Sia er; 

Resolutions ot the Legisiatare of Kentucky, ad- 
verse 10 the cess on of the public lands to the S ates 
in which they lie, and in favor ot a distrit u'ion of 
the proceeds of the public lands among the Siates; 
and 

The memorial of citizens of Ohio in favor of a 
distribution of the proceeds of the public land. 
among the States; a-ked to be discharged from 
their further consideration; which was agreed to. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, made the following report: 

The Commitee on Fore ga Relaticns, to which 
was referred the several messages ef the President 
of theUuited States, communicating to Co: gress, 
at it present se-sion, ceriain official correspon- 
dence io relation to the ques ion of the territory in 
dispute with Great Britain on our Northeastern 
frontier; and also certain resclutions of the Legis- 
lature of Maine on the same subject, 

RBPORT : 

That they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and now deem it expedient to commu- 
nicate to the Senate their reasons for not making, 
at the preceni moment, a general report upon the 
whole subject. They feel ‘hat they avill best per- 
form this duty, by placing clearly and d s‘inctly be- 
fore the Senate the existing state and condition of 
the pending negotiation between the two Govern. 
meats. 

The President of the United States, in lis annual 
message of Deceu ber last, informed Congress that, 
“for the settlement of our Northeastern boundary, 
the proposition promised by Great Biuitain for a 
commission of exploration and survey, has b en 
received, and a counter project, including alo a 
provision for the certain and final adjustment 


of the limits in dispute, 1s now before the British || 
The Pre- 


Government for its consideration.” 


sident has not thought it advisable to com- 


municate this counter project to Congres; yet we | 
. . | 
have his assurance, on which the most confident 


reliance may be placed, that it is of such a charac- 
ter as will, should it be accepted, finally settie the 
question. Ths proposition was offiea ly comimu- 
nicated to that Government during the last sum- 
mer. 

Mr. Fox, the British Minister, in his note of the 
24th January last, doubtless with a perfect know- 
ledge of the nature of the project which had been 
submitted by the American Government to that of 
Great Britain, assures Mr. Forsyth, “that he not 
only preserves the hope, but he entertains the firm 
belief, that if the duty of negotiating the boundary 
—_— be left in the hands of the two National 


overnments, to whom alone of right it belongs, || 


the difficulty of conducting the nego‘iation to an 
amicable issue will not be found so great as ha: 
been by many persons apprehended.” And in his 
subsequent note of March 13, 1840, he states that 
he has been instructed to declare, “that her Ma- 
jesty’s Gove.nment are only waiting for the «de- 
tailed report of the British commissioners recently 
employed to survey the disputed territory, which 
report, it was believed, would be compleed and 
delivered to her Majesty’s Government by the end 
of the pre ent month, (March.) in order to transmit 
t» the Goverument of the United States a reply to 
their last proposal upon the subject of the boun- 
dary negotiation”? Thus we may reasonably ex- 
pect that this reply will be received by the Presi- 
dent during the present month, (of April,) or early 
in May. 
Whilst such is the condition of the principal ne- 
uation, the committee have deemed it inexpe- 
ient, at this time, to report upon the subordinate 
though.important question in relation to the tempo- 
rary,oecupat on of the disputed territory. They 
trustabat.the answer of the British Government 
may be of such a characier as to render a report 
upon this latter subject unnecessary. In any event, 
hey have every reason to believe that the state of 
suspense will be but of brief duration. 
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The commitiee, ever since this e nbarrassing and 
exciting queston has been first presented for their 
consideration, have beew anxious that the Govern- 
ment of the United States shou!d constantly pre- 
serve itself in the r ght; and huherto thisdesire has 
been fully accomplishe!, The territocial rights of 


| Maine have been uaiformly asserted, and a firm 


determination to maintain them has been invaria- 
b'y evineed; though this has been done in an ami- 
cable spirit. So far as the committee can exercise 
any iufluence over the subjec!, they are resolved, 
that if war shou'd be the result, which they confi- 
dently hope may not be the case, this war shall be 
rendered inevitable, by the conduct of the British 
Goveinmen!. They have believed this to be the 
surest mode of uniting every American heart and 
every American arm in defence of the just rights 
of the country. 

It is but justice to remark, that the Executive 
branch of the Government has, from the begin- 
ning, been uniiormly guided by the same spirit, 
and has thus far pursued a firm, consis'ent, and 
prudent course, throughout the whole negotiation 
with G eat Britain. F 

Whil-t the committee ean perceive na adequate 
cause, al the present moment, for anticipating hos- 
tilities between the two countries, they would not be 
understood as expressing the opinion that this coun- 
try shou'd not be prepared to meet any emergency. 
The question of peace or war may, ina great de- 
gree, depend opon the answer of the British Go- 
vern nent now speedily expected. 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the reading of the re- 
port, and it was read accordingly; alter which 

Mr. W. observed that in calling for the reading 
of the report. his only object was to hear the views 
of the committee, and to give himself an cpportu- 
nity to move for the printing of an extra number 
number of copics. He would make that motion 
for the reason, that within the last few wes!s, he 
believed he might say within the last two weeks, 
his corresponden's, a great many of whom were 
on the frontiers, seemed to entertain alarming ap- 
prehensions of immediate hostilities between this 
country and England. From what cause he knew 
not. He hai seen nothing himself to authorize 
such apprehensions, and he was gratified to find 
that the Committee on Foreign Relations enter- 
tained the same opinion. 

Mr W. then moved for the printing of ten thous 
sand extra cop'es of the report. 


Mr. BUCHANAN observe! that the committee 
had no intention of movirg the printing of an ex- 
(ra number of copies of this report, though certain- 
ly, as a member of it, he should not oppose the mo- 
tion. The report was very short, and from the in- 
terest generally taken in the subject, it might, and 
probably would, te copied into all the country pa- 
pers. He did not believe that -it would occupy 
more than one column in the ordinary sized news- 
paper, and therefore there was little doubt but it 
wou'd be extensively circulated Still, if the Sena- 
tor frcm New York (Mr. Wricut] wished an ex- 
tra uumber printed, he should not oppose it. He 
had only made these suggestions for the informa- 
tion of the gentleman himself, and woule. be con- 
tent with any decision that might be made. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky concurred entirely in 
what had heen said by the chairman of the com- 
mittee, and thought the Senator from New York 
would hardly deem it necessary to go to the ex- 
pense of printing ten thousand copies of a docu- 
ment, which, as the chairman said, was so short 


that it could be copied into all the papers of the | 


country. He thought that it would at once take a 
general circulation, without being sent out in 
pamphlet form; and he hoped that if the Senator in- 
sisted on the printing, that he wou'd modify his 
motion so as to print a smaller namber. 


Mr. CLAY of Ala. recollected that we had had 
the correspondence between the Secretary of State 
and the British Minister, on several occasions com- 
municated to the Senate during the present session, 
and on each occasion ten thousand copies were 
printed. Atall events this was a subject of ex- 
citing interest from one end of the Unicon to the 
other. If the document was so very small, as al- 
leged by the chairman, it would cost the Govern- 
ment very little to print the extra number of copies. 





Mr. WRIGH C observed that his residence was 
on the frontier, were the people felt a erest any. 
iety on the sudject. There was no doubt that the 
military preparations on the British frontiers had 
been very briskly earr-ed on during the winter and 
spring; but his own belief was that these prepara. 
tions related entirely to the mrernal condi joa of 
the provinces wh ch furnished <uffici-nl grounds for 
tuem. lo addiuon to the late distu: bances there, i: 
was known that the British Government was about 
to atiempta most important change in the govein- 
ment of their colonies on our borders, and this 
might reasonably be supposed to furnish another 
reason for the military pieparations they have been 
making. But with the excilement existing on our 
frontiers, every change on the part of our neigh. 
bors was watched by our citizens with an intense 
interest, which we here ata distance cannot {ee], 
and it was with a desire to allay this excitement 
that he wished the report to be sent out. He wonld 
not persist in the motion if it should be against 
the pleasure of the Senate, and he was willing to 
modify it so as to meet the views of all. But he 
weuld, at the same time, observe that, if there had 
been a document which the public would be more 
anxious to see than any other—if there was one 
whch would be likely to allay the excitement 
existing on the subject, it was ths. He knew 
that it was very short, and that the cost of 
printing could not be very great; he knew, 
too, that notwithstanding the mmmense circu- 
culation of the newspapers of the country, 
there were many, very many, whom these newspa.- 
pers did not reach, and that the circulation of a 
document of this kind, coming immediately from 
the Senate, would have effect in allaying the ap- 
prehensions of our citizens, which a circulation 
through the newspapers would not. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama rose to say, on the in- 
formation of the Secretary, that ten thousand co. 
pies of all the documents that had been communi- 
cated on this subject, during the preseat session, 
had been printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES said he did not rise to object to 
the printing of the extra number proposed, nor in- 
deed to advoca‘e the prixting of so large a number. 
It was a very short report, and would be read in 
the newspapers by every citizen of Maine, and 
perhaps by every citizen of the count:y, long be- 
fore the extra number would be l:kely to be fur- 
nished to the Senate. He had no wish to inc eave 
our expenditures for printing, yet he should not 
oppose any extra number gentlemen thought proper 
to recommend. 

He said he certainly felt less anxiety for print- 
ing a large number, from the belief he entertained 
that the report might have the effect of dis- 
appointing many citizens of the S'ate he, in p rt, 
represented, in affording them some possible appre- 
hension that the spirit manifes‘ed in the late cor- 
respondence between the two Governments, is felt 
less strongly now than at the time that correspon- 
dence took place. He was well aware that there 
was a portion of the people whose minds were 
fully prepared for the most prompt and energetic 
measures. Another por'ion doubtless contem- 


. plated a resort to war with serious apprehension. 


It was not to be questioned that the expecta ions, if 
not the hopes, of the former class, would be re- 
pressed and disappointed; and that the latter would 
as ceriainly derive encouragement to their desire 
for the long continuance of peace. He observed 
that Maine felt strong!y and deeply on this subject. 
She had entertained hopes that ths controversy 
was now about to be brought to a close. She is 
expecting strong, decisive and energetic action on 
the part of thisGovernment. He dd not mean 
to be understood as intimating that the tone and 
spirit of the report of the committee afforded any 
sufficient evidence that she would be disappointed 
in the character of the measures she has been anti- 
cipating. Nevertheless, the report, he believed, 
would by many be looked upon as a peace document, 
and as calculated to relieve the conntry from all 
apprehension of a rupture with Great Britain, at 
least fr some tims to come. The honorable Senator 
from New York (Mr. Wricut] appeared to have so 
understood its purport and effect, and assigned that 
as a reason for wishing a large number of the report 


printed. He would say again that he should not 
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e the printing of any number gentlemen 
wines: bat i would be recollected that the Senate 
had ordered the printing of ten thousand extra c- 

ies of a correspondence on this subject, early ino 

arch, which were not furni:hed to the Senate for 
several weeks afterwards; and not till after the re- 
cent correspondence on the same subject, wascom- 
municated tothe Senate. Should there be as much 
delay on this occasion, the extra copies would be 
of but little use t» the Senate or to the public. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that the remarks 
of the Senator from Maine [Mr. Ruacnes] seemed 
torender it necessary that he should say a very 
few words on the subject before the Senste. Those 
who had atten'!ed tu the reading of the report, 
would perceive that, throughout, it was intended 
for the sole purpose of presenting to the Sena'e the 
reasons why the commitiee did rot think it neces- 
sary, at this time, to make a detailed report on the 
whole coriespondence. That was the single object 
of the report. If it shou'd become necessary to 
make a report in regard to the temporary occupa- 


tion of the disputed territory, the committee would 


not shrink from their duty. They were prepared 
to perform it.to the Senate and to the country. 
Bot at this moment, when we have the solemn as- 
surance of the British Minister that in a very short 
time we should have an answer from his Govern- 
ment to the counter projet presented by our Go- 
vernment; and when he not only expresses the hope, 
but “entertains the firm belief,” that the “difficulty 
of conducting the negovialion to an amicable issue 
will not be found so great as has been by many 
persons apprehended,” it is wondeful that the Sena- 
tor from Maine should denounce this report, made 
under such circumstances, in such strong language. 
The report, Mr. B. continued, reasserted the 
rights of Maine inthe most solemn manner; and 
it was extrao‘dinary that any cilizen of Maine 
should expect a detailed report, or one -different 
from that which had been made, unless, indeed, he 
could believe that the committee ought to have axr- 
sumed a hostile position, and gone into all the cor- 
respondence that had taken place, and into the 
subject of the preparations that had been made by 
the British Gevernment, in the very face of the 
assurance that we should have an answer to our 
propesition in the course of this montn or the nex!; 
which, judging from the language of the British 
Minister, we had reason to believe would prove 
satisfactory. The committee thought it was their 
duty to place before the Senate the precise state of 
the negotiation between the two countries; and 
what that was might be summed up in twenty 
words. A proposition for’ an exploration and sur- 
vey of the disputed territory had been made by 
the British Government; and this Government rot 
deeming it satisfactory, because it did not 
embrace a provision for the final seitlement of 
the question, had sent to the British Govern- 
ment a counter prejet, to which no answer 
has yet been received. This counter pre- 
jet was communicated to the British Government 
during the Jast summer, and the British Minister 
here, several months afterwards, with a perfect 
knowledge of its character, assures us that a spee- 
dy answer will be given to it, and expresses his 
confident belief that if this controversy is left to the 
two national Governments, it does not present the 
difficulties which had been by many persons ap- 
prehended. He also declares that the commis- 
sioners who had been sent out from England to 
make a survey of the disputed territory, were pre- 
paring their report—that this report would be ready 
Within the month of March—and that then his Go- 
vernmer.t would transmit an answer to the proposi- 
tion we had submitted to then. Now in this state 
of the case, unless you suppose the British Go- 
vernmen tu be entirely faithless, which he had no 
reason to believe, we may reasonably expect, in 
this or the coming month, to receive an an- 
swer that “may enable us to settle this 
question in conformity with the stipulations of the 
teaty of 1783, and in accordance with the just 
rights of Maine. Under such circumstances, how 
could it be expected)that the committee would make 
a beiligerant:repori? Mr. B. differed with the Sena- 
tor from Maine in the opinion that the people of 
his State either would’ or could so construe this re- 


nation as weil as the rights of a sovereign member 


| port, as to imagine that the cemmittee or the Se- 
na’‘e were prepared to surrender any portion of 
their rights. The past conduct of this body sheu'd 
| shield them from such a suspicion, and their fu- 
| tare conduct, should it become necessary, would 
show that they were as ready now as they have 
been in former times, to sustain the honor of the 


of the Confederacy. From the correspondence 
which had taken place between the two Govern- 
ments, the committee hoped that this might never 
become necessary. Sufficient for the day was the 
evil thereof; and the committee thought the subject 
was already sufficient'y embarrassing in itself, with 
out unnecessarily adding to it other causes of irti- 
tation. 


Mr. ALLEN wished to ask of the Senator from 
Maine one or two questions. He wished to know 
if the gentleman expected the comunittee to report 
to the Senate an opinion in favor of war, or what 
kind of report he expected from the Committee in 
the present state of the negotiations between the 
two countries. When the gent!eman sheu'd state 
what kind of a report he expected the committee 
te make, he wou!'d then thank him to sta'e what 

kind of a report he himself would make, and then 

the people might judge of the corresiness of his 
views on this subject. Whilst-op, Mr. A. said he 
would make one or two additional remarks. The 
only question which the Commities on Foreign 
Relations had to dec'de, (and he believed that since 
he had been here he had given as much evidence 
of a devotion to the interest of the State cf Maine, 
as any other Senator,) the only question before the 
committee was not whether they wou'd recommend 
measures leading to war, but whether they weuld 
recommend any thing at all—whether they should 
not remain silent till the expected answer to our 
proposition to the British Government should be 
| received. That was the only question before the 
committee. Under these circumstances the com- 
miitee concluded, after full reflection, that it wonld 
be better, in order to avoid any misunderstanding 
in the country—in order to avoid the pecp’e put- 
| tmz any false construction on the Jate correspond- 
| ence, to make a report t explain not what was the 

course it was our daly ‘o pursue at the pre- 
sent moment, but the reasons why we should 
suspend any action til] the British Government 
should return an answer to the counter projet we 
had made to them. The committee made this re- 
port in pursuance of that opinion, to explain why 
they did not, at this time, go into a thorough inves- 
tigation of the subject, and propose some definite 
action in regard to it; and the reasons which go- 
verned them were, that the British Minister here 
had declared that he would very soon be able to 
present to this Government an answer to the propo- 
sition which had been submitted to his. Mr. A. 
deemed it proper to make these few remarks, be- 
cause the State from which he came, ever patriotic, 
had passed resolutions in relation to this subject, 
and he knew that the people of that State would 
stand ready, to the last man, and to the last dollar 
of their resources, to see that the rights of the 
whole country were maintained at all hazards. He 
would now ask the Senator from Maine to state 
what kind of a report this committee ought, in his 
opinion, to have made—what kind of proposition 
ought to have been submitted to the nation in th 
present state of the negotiations between the two 
countries. 


Mr. RUGGLES said he had been referred to as 
denouncing the report of the committee. He had 
not intended to be so understood. He had spoken 
of the impression he believed it would make on dif- 
ferent classes in the community. He had expressed 
the opinion th.t those who were lonking for prompt 
and energetic measures—who were, in fact, look- 


tween the two countries, would have these hopes 
repressed; and that others, who felt alarmed at 
the tone of the correspondence lately communica- 
ted to the Senate, would be relieved from their ap- 
préhensions; and he repeated that the Senator from 
New York, who had just taken his seat, appeared 
te entertain the same opinion of the effect the report 
was calculated to have on the people of the fron- 


ing with impatience for an immediate rupture be- 


tier of that State, who were excited wuh the pros- 
pect of an immediate declaration of war. 

In answer to the question put to him by the Sen- 
ator from Oho, [Mr. Auten] whether he would 
have the committee make a report in favor of an 
immediate declaration of war, he would say that he 
had no such wish, nor had he intimated any such 
desire. In answer to the Senator’s further inquiry 
what sort of a report he would have the com- 
mittee make, he wou'd net undertake to die 
tate to the intelligent and patriotic Committee on 
Foreign Re!ations, what sort of a report they should 
make on this or any other subject. He would not 
undertake to say that they ought to make any other 
report than they had made, if they were to make 
any report at all at this time. He believed that 
nothing new had transpired to render any report 
necessary at this particular time. The report com- 
municated no new facts. Tne Senate well knew, 
and the country well knew, that the President had 
caused to be made to the British Government a 
counter proposition, and that we were expect- 
ing a respense to that proposition in all this 
month, or early in the next. This information 
had been communicated by the President, and was 
contained in the last correspondence, which was 
before the country. He understood that the fur- 
ther consideration of the Maine question was 
postponed till that response should be received. A 
report from) the committee onsForeign Relations 
had not been looked for till it should appear 
whether we have, at the time ind-eated, the 
promised reply of the British Government. He 
had acquiesced in that, and had expressed 
no wish fur a report at this time, in favor of 
ultra measures. So far from that, he said he 
did not believe, nor had he at any time believed, 
that war with Great Britain would necessarily 
grow out of this controversy. He founded his 
epinien par:ly on the fact, that on her part she had 
no cause for war. Her claim to the disputed ter- 
ritory was wholly without feundation, and would 
not afford her the slightest justfication for pursu- 
ing it to thatextremity. She weuld not dare go to 
war with this country, without some better cause 
for it. She had too much respect for the opinion 
of mankind toenter into such a contest with us 
without some better pretence than the groundie s 
claim she has set up. 

But, sir, «aid Mr. R. can Great Britain be great- 
ly blamed for pushing her claims, as baseless as 
they are, whilst she has heretofore seen so litle to 
create a belief that this Government would resist 
them to the last extremity?) He remembered to 
have urged at the last, and at previous sessions, 
the fortification of some exposed points on the ma- 
ritime frontier of Maine. He proposrd it as an 
amendment to an appropriation bill tnen before the 
Senate, and had the silent vote, in support Of it, of 
the chairman on Military Affairs; but it was voted 
down by a large majority. He had not forgotten 
it; and could not forget the exposed condition 
of the whole country. His opinion that war 
would not ensue, was neces-arily subject to 
the condition, that preparation should be imme- 
diately made to meet any possible contingency. 

We could never expect a submission to our 
rights till we give substantial indications of a de- 
termination to vindicate them. We must prepare 
for war to avoid war. Sir, said Mr. R. without find- 
ing any fault with the report, he would say that he 
had mach rather have seen a report from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and another from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, affording on the part 
of this Government an earnest of its determination 
to vindicate.the rights of Maine and the honor of the 
nation. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky begged leave to s3y a 
few words on the subject, not so much ip refe- 
rence to the particular question of printing the: re- 
port, as on the general and more important one 
involving the relations between this couniry and 
Great Britain. He washappy te hear the Senstor 
from Maine [Mr.. Rvcoies] say he was not for 
war, though he did remark when he first rose that 
this report would be unsatisfactory to a portion of 
the people of his State who were for war. He 
wouid say that if there was any party in this coun- 
try for war with Great Britain, it was a crimixa| 
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arty. There was no sufficient cause for wa‘; and 
toek oceasion to say,that so far as he was in- 
formed, the opinions both of the Administra‘iun 
party, and of the party with which he acted, were 
that war was to be be avoi'ed so long as it could 
be dune without compromitiing the rights and 
honor of the nation. The Senate had solemnly 
expressed the opinion that the question of right was 
wih us, and all parties, every individual of those 
parties, so far as their views had been expressed, 
seemed determined to obtain for Maine, by some of 
those modes by which national righ's are asserted, 
a full and absolute possession of all the territory 
within her rightful jimits. Bat he must say that 
there were two modes of arriving a! this result. 
One was by negotiation, and the other was by war; 
and these questions were to be decided by the 
united veice of the whole country, an! by the Ex- 
ecutive branch of the Government, as the case may 
be, and not to be decided by the voice of one sin- 
gie member of the Confederacy. If the honor of 
the country is assailed, the councils of the whole 
country must determine as to the manner and time 
of vindicating it. He would take occasion to say 
for the benefit of the Senator from Marne, and the 
whole people of Maine, that whilst he believed 
them to be as valorous and as enlightened as any 
people in the Union, he was not inclined to confide 
in their judgment as to declaring war, and the pe- 
riod at which this last resort may become necessa- 
ry. If Maine eapects the Government of this 
country to secure her righ's, she mast confide to 
the Government of thiscounry the whole agency 
in settling the controversy. If it isto be done by 
negotiation, it must be left to the Executive and his 
constitutional advisers. If it isto be by war, it 
should be left to that department of the Govern- 
ment to which the power of declaring war is con- 
fided by the Constitution. In saying all this, he 
meant nothing in condemnation of the state of feel- 
ing that had been evinced by the people of Maine. 
Justice was with her, and he sympathized with her 
na‘urai feelings on this subject. He- claims hed 
unfortunately too long been delayed; but, notwith- 
standing that, he said that this Government alone 
should.conduct the negotiation, and if war beeame 
necessary, decide up nthe time and manner of com- 
mencing it. He could not, however, believe that 
this Jast resort wou'd be necessary. There were 
two securities which we had for the continuance of 
peace. The first s*curity was that Great Bri- 
tain, enlightened as her councils were, must per- 
ceive, what we know, that the right was with us; 
that she had no claim; and afier being sa isfied with 
these facts, upon an examination.o! the necessary 
information, wi:l uit mate’y concede the right te us 
But let me suppo:e, c rtinued Mr. C. toat she dors 
not. Let me suppose that, after investigation, she 
comes to the clear c nviction to which we have ar- 
rived, that the right is with her; that the territory 
ia dispute, according to the treaty of 1783, is with- 
in her limits. What, then, will be the case pre- 
sented before the world? Two enlightened naticns 
coming to different conclusions on the same testi- 
mony, and unable to agree. What, then, are to be 
the consequences? Is war, that calamity which 
every lover of humanity must deprecate, 
the only alternative? No, sir. Toere is 
another: there is a subsis'ing treaty s'ipulation 
contained in the treaty of Ghent, by which 
this question is to be le‘t to the decision of an im- 
partial tribuna!, in the event that the twe countries 
cannot settle it themselves. I say there is atreay 
stipulation still subsisting; and how do I make it 
out? It may be alleged that the mat-r having 
been once committed to the umpirage of a third 
party, and that party having given an award, the 
stipulation in the treaty was fulfil'ed, and it was no 
tonger inforce. Notso, There was au attempt at 
arbitration, through the instrumentality of the King 
of Holland; but it was an abortion—a failure—the 
King dd not cetile the question; both parties ac- 
knowledged that he did not, and the treaty remains 
in fall force, binding the parties to refer this ques- 
t10n, if unable io setile it amicably themselves, to 
an impartial tribunal. But, putting the treaty out 
of the question, suppose there was no such stipu- 
lation, and that the two parties having brought their 
minds to the conclusion that the right was with 
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each, were determined to persist on it. Sooner 
than resort to war, with all itscalam ties, both par 
lies should agree to arbi'ration; and | say that Eng- 
land, if she will not concede the right to as, 
must yield the point at :s-ue to arbitration. Though 
this course may be acten‘ed with delay— hough 
Maine may not arrive at the possession of her ter- 
ritory as soon as she wishes, yet she had infinitely 
better wait the movements of two great nations, 
than that they should be involved in war. When 
we come to deciding on the question of war, all 
other means of seuling the controversy having 
failed, that question is to be decided by the united 
wisdom of all, in reference to the condition of the 
whole country, in reference to the other interes’s of 
Maine besides the interest in question, and in refe- 
rence to the probable issue of the controversy. 

In relation to the military preparations of the 
Briti-h in the Canadas, of which the Senator 
spoke, Mr. C. said, they gave him no cause for 
alarm. England was the weaker power—she was 
preparing against invasion from us; but did we ap- 
prehend invasion from the Canadas? He did not 
agree with the Senator that our state of preparation 
was so defective; fur, with the exception of one cr 
two points on the Atlantic, where some additional 
defence was wanted, no preparation was necessary. 
When gentlemen talked of our want of prepara- 
tion, he did not agree with them. What! with fif- 
teen or sixteen millions of free people, with their 
unquestiosed valor, their love of country, combined 
witn their means of transportation, and their war- 
like resources, to say that the country is unpre- 
pared! We are, said Mr. C. ten thousand times 
better prepared for war to-morrow with Great Bri- 
tain—though not so much s0, in all respects, as he 
could wish—we are infinitely better prepared than 
we were at a former period—on the ocean, as on 
the Jand, on the lakes as well as the bays; and then 
we came out of the contest with honor. The eon- 
s'ruction of the great New York canal, cur rail- 
roads, our population pressing up against the 
boundary line—all these are advan'ages which we 
did not possess in the last war. No preparation! 


Sir, we have the best preparations that ever a | 


country boasted of: we have sixteen millions of 
freemen, with stout arms and bold hearts, who 
stand ready to vindicate the rights of their coun- 
t'y. As to the preparations of Eng'and in the 
Canzdas, let her go on with th'm—let her bring 
her troops over, whether to quell insurrections 
amcng her cwn people or to guard against inva- 
sion from our side of the line—that would never, for 
a moment, give him the slightest uneasiness. 
Whenever the honor of: the country, by an injury 
inflicted on a single member of it, may require us 
to resort to a war, though the bezinning of it may 
be attended wit a few disast(rs, he had no appre- 
hension but, after a few months, we may be able 
to impress on England the temerity «f forcing us 
into this alternative 

He entirely concurred with the report. He be- 
lieved that it was the sincere desire of the Adminis- 
tration party to preserve the peace cf the country, 
and ithad been a matter of serious inquiry with 
him to ascertain their views. If there wasa crimi- 
nal party in this country, who, for their own 
sinister views, desiuvel a war, he did not believe 
that the Adminis'ration party gave them the slight- 
est countenance. This he must say as an act of 
justice. The committee were unanimous in adopt- 
ing this report. What did itteil you? Why, that 
the negoliations were going on, and werein the 
hand: of those constitutionally entrusted with it; 
and that within a reasonable period, we might ex- 
pect an answer to our Jast proposition, till when 
it did not become us to take any further action on 
the subject. Mr. C. after alluding to the various 
causes which might reasena>ly be supposed to de- 
lay the action of the British Ministry, concladed 
by saying that his only object in rising, was to de- 
fend the report, and not to say any thiog on the 
question of printirg. He did not think the print- 
ing of the extra copies necessary, as the report 
would be circulated through the newspapers. 

Mr. RUGGLES ress but to say a word in ex- 
planation. The honorable Senator from Ken- 
tueky (Mr. Cray] had sed satistaction that 
he (Mr. R.) had said he was not for war. He 


could not Jet the remark pass without a little quaii- 
fication. He was for peace, if peace could be pre- 
served consistently with the rights and honor of the 


country. If not, then he was ready for the alter- 
native. He said he would add a word in respect 
to submitting the matier in controversy to arbitra. 
tion. He did not mean to discuss, at this time, the 
right of this Government to refer the question to 
an arbiter without the assent of Maine, and agains; 
her prot’station; bat he would remind the Senator 
that Maine had, over and over again, by her Le. 
gislature, dec'ared her opinion that the Federaj 
Government had not the constitutional power, and 
ought not to jeopard her rights by a submission of 
them to abitrators without her assent. That opi. 
nion had been so strongly enter‘aiaed by Maine, 
that he felt, in some sort, instructed upon that 
point, and could not yield it. But he saw no oc- 
casion for discussing that question now. He re. 
ferred to writers on the laws of nations who main- 
tained fully that no natien could be called upon te 
submit to the umpirage of others, a clear and indu- 
bitable right, which she was justified in claiming 
as such. But he would not pursue the subject. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, in reply, said, that he 
did not express the opinion that this Goveroment 
h:d claimed the right to refer this question to arbi- 
tration; but he expressed, as his unqualifie! opi- 
nion, that this Government had the undoubted 
right torefer the question to arbitration, without 
consulting Maine. “ 

The question was then taken, and the motion to 
print ten thousand extra copies of the report was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, repored a joint resolution 
authoriz ng the Secretary of the Treasury to pur- 
chase for the United States the banking-house of 
the old Bank of Alexandria, and to credit the debit 
due by said bank for the amount of the purchase 
money: read; and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the bill for in- 
corporating the Bank of the District of Columbia, 
and 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the various bills 
respeciing banking corporations in the District, 
were made the special order of the day for next 
Monday two weeks. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
sissippi in relation to the re'inquishment and ex- 
change of the sixteenth sections, reserved for the 
use of schools, moved that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, and 
that the same be laid on the table, for the reason 
that a bill had already been repor ed on the subject. 
This motion was agreed to. 

Oa motion by Mr. CLAY of A'abama, the same 
committee was also discharged from the further 
consideration of three several memorials from the 
State of Alabama; ene from the Genera) Assembly 
of that State, asking for the extension of the right 
of pre-emption; and two from citizens of the State, 
asking fur the establishment of an additional lard 
office in the Cherokee country, for the sale of the 
lands lately acquired from those Indians. Mr. C. 
said that bills having been reported on these sub- 
jects, he would move to lay the memorials on the 
table, after discharging the commitiee from them. 
This motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the same 
committee was also discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the Leke Supe- 
rior Fishing and Mining Company of the State of 
Michigan, praying to be ailowed the right of work- 
ing the minera! lands belonging to the United States 
along the southern shore of Lake!Superior in the 
said State; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of J. H. Relfe, 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading, 
and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports on the bills from the House for the 
relief of John Howe and Chauncey Calhoun, 
and also made an adverse report on the petition 
of Abner L. Duncan. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Pub- 
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jo Lanis, reporied a bill for the relief of Heary 
Wiili; which was read, and ordered to a second 
realing. 

Mr. F. on leave, introduced a bil! for the relief 
of Richard K. Cali; whch was read twice, and re- 
ferred. ih Sia a as 

The joint resolution directing the Committee on 
the Library to take measures for the importation 
and erection of the s‘atue of Washington by Green- 
hough; 

The bill for the relief of Clements, Bryan and 
Company; 

The bill for the relief of George W. Paschall; 

The bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes; and 

The bill to revive the act entitled “An act to 
enable claimants of land within the limits of Mis- 
souri and the Territory of Arkansas to institute pro- 
ceedings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved the twenty-sixth day of May, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-four, and an act amending the 
same, and extending the provisions of said acis to 
claimants to land within the State of Louisiana 
and Mississippi; 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

The bill gran'ing to the State of Michigana 
quantity of land to aid said State inthe construc- 
tion of a canal around the falls of St. Marie, was ta- 
ken up on i's third reading, and was opposed by 
Messrs. CLAY and CRITTENDEN, and advo- 
cated by Messrs. NORVELL and PORTER, and 
afler some further remarks by Messrs ALLEN 
and TAPPAN, amendments were cff-red by 
Messrs. WHITE and HENDERSON, and the 
further ce msideration of the bill was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of James Du'ton; 

The bill for the relief of Peter Warner of In- 
diana; and 

A bill for the relief of Samuel White; 
were cons.cered asin Committe of the Whole, 
and orderee to be engrossed fer a third reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill relative to the iron 
steamer, the New Jersey, reported the same with 
an amendment; “hich was agreed to. 

The bill was then, on motion by Mr. K. taken 
up as in Commitee of the Whole, considered, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

O. motion by Mr. HUBBARD, it was 

Ordered, That Friday and Saturday next be de- 
voted tu the consideration of private bills, and the 
reports of committees on private bills. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tourspay, April 14, 1840. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, by general consent, introduced 
& proposition to print the communication of the 
Pres:dent, now lying un the table, in answer to a 
certain resolution reporied by the order of the 
Committee on the Public Buildings and Public 
Gionnds. 

Mr. J. W. JONE* asked the general consent of 
the House to take up the motion which he submit- 
ted a few days age, to print 2,500 copies of the re- 
port of the Secretary of the T:easury, showing the 
condition of the banks throughout the United 
States. 

Mr. ANDREWS said he objected. 

Mr. JONES had supposed that every member of 
the body wanted to see the condition of the banks. 

Mr. ANDREWS inquired the s z+ of the docu- 
ment. 

Mp JONESr p'iel that it was quite volumi- 
nous; which was the reas. n that he had moved the 
prin ing of the 2,500 copies on!y. 

Mr. ANDREWS witidiew his objection; and 
the resolution was agreed to. 

The CHAIR then annoanced that the business 
first in order was the report of the Select Commit- 
tee on Printing, which had been made the special 
order of the day for this cay. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he wished to cffera 
resolution for the postponement of the special or- 
der; which was read fer the information of the 
House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the execution of the special order 
on the report of the Committee on Printing, be 
postponed until the House shall have finally dis- 
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posed of the bill No. 8, making appropriations fir 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government, 
and that the said special or‘er be then taken up 
and considered as though no pos'ponement thereot 
had been made. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, tefore tne adortion o1 «ne 
resolution, w shed to present the repu:t of the mi- 
nority of that committee on the other branch of the 
subject referred to that committee. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired of the Cuatr, 
(there being two special orders,) which took prece- 
dence, and whether the civil and diplomatic bill did 
not, as a matter of course, override and postpone 
the special order relating to the printing. 

The CHAIR replied that Speaker Stevenson 
had decided that the sp<cial order first made took 
priority. The subject of printing was the first 
special order, and would therefore take precedence. 

Mr. R. GARLAND again presented his report 
from the minority. 

Mr. CONNER objected to the reception of the 
report from the minority, unt! the chair.nan of the 
committee should be present, and make the report 
of the committee. It would be very irregular to 
receive the views of the minority, until it was 
done. He had no objection, further than that it 
would be unprecedented, until the majority’s report 
was received. The chairman gave notice, on yes- 
terday, that he would be prepared to report to-day, 
and he hoped the subject would be delayed till he 
was present. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE protes‘ed against all the 
proceeding, as out of order, while the resolu ion of 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Jones] was 
pending. 

Mr. BLACK, at this stage of the proceeding, 
made his appearance, and said, when the subject 
came up, he was prepared to report. 

The CHAIR inquired of the gentleman whether 
he wished to make the report. 

Mr. BLACK said he was under the impression 
that the appropriation bill took precedence. 

The CHAIR informe? him ocherwise. 

Mr. LEET said if both branches of the commit- 
tee were prepared to repor!, he woud sugge t that 
both reports he received, and ordered to be printed; 
and that the question be then taken on the resolu- 
tion to postpone. Ac ordingly, 

Mr. BLACK, chairman of the committee, re- 
ported the views of the majority; whch was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, from the same 
committee, reported the views of the mnority, ac- 
companied by a bill. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE cbjected to the minority re- 
porting any bill; they had no right by the 1u'es to 
do so—it was enpr: cedented. 

Mr. R. GARLAND intimated that he would 
withdraw the bill, and presenta series of resolu- 
tions, to effect the same objict, to accompany the 
report. 

Mr. BLACK said the commit'ee had authorized 
no bill to be reported; and he objected to it as unu- 
sual and irregular. 

The report was received and ordered to be 
printed; but the bill accompanying it was under- 
s:ood not to be received; but by courtesy ordered 
to be printed. , 

The resolution cffered by the chairman of Ways 
and Means (Mr. Jon:s, of Va.) to postpone the 
subject, having been read, 

Mr. RUSSELL hoped that the sabject could be 
so modified as not to have the special order ope- 
rate to postpone ‘he private business on Friday and 
S.turday. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he would be willing’ to 
agree toasimple pos'ponement of the spec:al or- 
der, which would require but a majority; but he 
had no desire to put the subject on a different foot- 
ing than that wh'ch it had already occupied before 
the House. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he would object to the 
resolution, if it changed the que:tion from a special 
order. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was agreed to without a count. 

Mr. J. JCHNSON of Virginia asked leave to 
submit a repoit from the Committee of Accounts, 
in relation to the accounts of Langtree and O*8ulli- 
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van. He said that a'l is members, with the ex- 
ception of cne, had concurred in the report; and 
nat a minority report would be presented to the 
House 

Mr. WISE objected. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved a suspension of the 
rales, and the ques ion was taken by count; and 
there being ayes 79, noes 40, and no quorum 
voting, 

Mr. BELL said he presumed the object of the 
chairman was to get the report printed, and that it 
would not give rise to debate. 

Mr. JOHNSON replied that the report was a vo- 
luminous one, and that debate would not take place 
until its contents were known to the House. The 
object was merely to let both reports be received, 
and have them printed. He presumed there could 
be no deba’e on a motion to print. 

Mr. WISE gave notice that he would debate it 
the moment i: touched the CLerx’s table. 

Mr PETRIKIN als» gave notice that he would 
debate it 

Mr. JOHNSON again moved a suspension of 
the rules, andcalled for the yeas and nays on thet 
motion; which were ordered, and were—ayes 128, 
nays 28. 

So the ru'es were suspended, and 

Mr JOHNSON sent the report to the Cuair; 
and asked that it be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York said the House 
would see, by the minority report, that the Com- 
mittee of Accoun's was required. by the resolution 
of — March, to inquire into the qual fication of, and 
the prices paid fur, the stationery furnished to the 
House by Langiree and O'Sullivan, and contrast 
them wih those of the stationery furnished to the 
Senate, and to send for persons and papers. Mr. 
J. said, by ref rring to the minority report, it would 
be seen that the committee had refused to do so. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the report be re- 
comn.ited to the Committee of Aceounts, with ad- 
ditional instruc'ions to eaquire and report to this 
House, 

1 Whether the prices paid by the CLer« of this 
House for stationery, is a reasonable price, when 
compared with what stationery can be purchased 
for from o:her persons, of like quality. 






2. Whether the stationery is not of an inferior 


kind, when compared with the stationery purchased 
for this Hi: use at the last two sessions of Congress. 

3. Whether any allowance was asked by the 
Crerk, either in writing or ve.bally, for the dif- 
ference in exchange between Philadelphia and 
New York; and, if any, how much? 

4. Whether any payment has been made by the 
C.eRK to the contractor, in advance, on his con- 
tract, or the auditing of h's account by the com- 
mittee? - 

Mr. EVERETT called for the reading of the 
reports. 

Mr. WISE wanted to know how much of the 
report was the work of the committee, and how 
much was the work of the officer whore accounts 
were to be investigated, and hoped it woald be 
read. 

The reports having been partially read through, 
and the morning hour, to which the suspension of 
the rules applied, having expired, 

Mr. J. W. JONES calied for the orders of the 
day; tefore pas-ing to which, however, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol 
lowing communications, which were appropriate. 
ly disposed of : 

1. From the Treasury Department, containing 4 
statement of the expen ‘itures and estimates of the 
Treasury building, aud the Patent Office. 

2. From the War Department, in relation to the 
claims of ‘Tennessee volunteers. 

3. From the Treasury Department, containing 
the amount of receipts ander the treaty of indem- 
nity wita France, and the dividend or per centage 
payable on each care. 

4. Depositions in relation to the New Jersey elec- 
tion. 


The House then resolved itself into a Com 
mittee of the whole, (Mr Caservin the chair,) and 
took up the civil and diplomatic appropriaton 


Mr. STANLY being entitle! 10 th floor, ‘poke, 
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the purport of which may be jndged of by the re- 

ly of 

Mr. STEENROD, who said he wished to make 
a single remark by way of reply to the gentleman 
from North Carolina, io relation to his charges 
against Judge Tappan. He was not p-eseni at the 
tume and place wen the conve sation was said to 
have taken place between the Judge asd Collier, 
therefore he c-uld nct speak ef that. but he wish- 
ed to say that he had some knowledze of Judge 
Tappan, having been intimately acquainted w.ta 
him for several years, acd associated w: h bim in the 
practice of law fora long period. fie had agan 
and again conversed with him on the subject, and 
he would inform the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina that he had heard Judge Tappan as repeate:ly 
denounce and ridicule the Abolitionists. He (Mr. 
8.) would not have intruded upon the time 
of the committce, it he had not believed that 
the gentleman from North Carolina was doing in- 
justice to the respected Senator from Ohio. He 
thought that, knowing what be did of the sentiments 
of the Senator, it weuld be uakind for him to re- 
main silent and hear him denounced. If the gentle- 
man from North Carolina wished to obtain an 
accurate knowledge of the opinions of Judge Tap- 
pan on the question of Abolition, let him read the 
Jetter written by him in answerto ceriain interro- 
gatories put to him by a committee previous to his 
election, and when he was.a candidate for Senater. 
The-gentleman would find thal, on that occasion, 
Judge Tappan had taken similar ground. 

Mr. WISE asked where ihe letter was, and 
whether, ia the letter, Judge Tappan had taken the 
position that slavery was unconstitutional. 

Mr. STEENROD was understood io reply that 
Judge Tappan had taken the ground that slavery 
in the abstract was an evil; but that the Federal 
Government had no right to interfere with it. Mr. 
8S. then adveried to the recent coaduct of Mr. Tap- 
pan in refusing to present Aboliticn pet.tions in tne 
Senate, aud asked where theie was another man, 
com ng froma non-s'aveholding Stat», who had 
done thesame. Yes, he would a:k, where was the 
maw from beyond Mason and Dixon’s line, who 
uad taken such hich ground on the Aboliiion ques- 
tion as that Senator? And ye!, notw.ths anding all 
imix, the gentleman from North Carolina has 
choren to attack him. 

Mr. 8. subsequently said, that until this session 
he hal never heard of the conversation which was 
said to have taken place between Judge Tappan 
and Collier; but he would repeat, that he had again 
and again conversed with Juige Tappan on the 
gud ect of Abolition, when the latter had invariab'y 
renounced and ridiculed the conduct of the fana- 
tics 

Mr. WISE said that he had published an ad- 
dress to his constituents, in which he had taken the 
ground that the testimony of Collier and others of 
Ohw was true; but if his celiesgue controveried 
that testimony, he was willirg to retract that which 
had been founced upon it. Buthe wou'd say that 
the truth of the testimony in question was vouched 
to him by respec'able gentlemen. They had stated 
as a fact that Judge Tappan did deri'e and ridi- 
cule fanaticism, and Collier says so too; but in 
what manner? Collier says that Judge Tappan de. 
rided the Abolition sts because they employed 
peaceable means, and that he had said if the ne- 
groes wanted arms and knives to cut the throats of 
their masters, he wou'd furnish them. Also, that 

“ when asked if he were standing on the banks of the 
Ohio, and witnessed a servile insurrection, whether 
he would help to suppress it, he said “No, by 
G—d;” and that if he bad a son that would doit, he 
wou'd disinherit him 

Mr. STEENROD was understood to say that he 
woul! rep y when he replicd to the gentleman from 
North Carolina, (Mr. Sranvy,] but after Mr, Sran- 
ty had finished, he was prevented from doing 


so by 

Mr. DAWSON, who obtained the floor.and said 
he did not rise to discuss the bill now under consi- 
deration; if he were to atempt io do so, according 
to the manner of debate, it would be out or order. 
But he rose for the purpose of making an effort to 
draw the committee to the consideration of the bu- 
pines of the country now legitimately before the 





committee. The House had been five days in 
commitiee on this bill, but the subject which had 
been discussed during that time was the Presiden- 
tialqaesiion. The State of Ohio first led off in the 
irrelevant and uujustifiable cvurse of debate on 
this dill, but we had nothing to do witheither with 
Gen. Harrison or Abolitionism here. Let the gentile- 
man from North Carolioa coafine his remarks to 
the bill before the committee, and leave other ques- 
tions to be decided at their proper time. If the 
gentleman from North Carolina objected to any 
i'e.n of the bill, let him po nt it out, so that it might 
be considered. Bat, in his opinion, the character 
of General Harrison had been sufficiently descanted 
upon, “~The c urse this debate had taken was in- 
compatible with the public interest, and with their 
character as members of a legis'ative body. 

He consi‘ered the character of Major General 
William Henry Harrison as ably defended from 
the imprudent attacks made upon him by his ene- 
mies. He, for one, confessed that his opinion of 
General H. had been vastly changed by the dis- 
cussion. Mr. D. said the question of Abolition 
had also been improperly introduced into the de- 
bate, in relation to the principles of men with whom 
we have nothing to de. He considered that this 
que-t.on of President-making, and the reciprocal 
charges of Abolition, had been fairly .discussed. 
Five months of the session had elapsed, and they 
had about two months anda halfto do business; 
and now (said Mr. D.) let us come forward and 
do the business of the country, and then we can go 
before the people in our districts, and there dis- 
cuss the Presidential question. He, for one, would 
do this, and would be glad to do it. If there was any 
particular item which should be rejecied. they ecuid 
enlighten tbe country on the subject of appropria- 
tions in the discussion which might take place on it. 
Bat let u8 make these appropriations. The Govern- 
ment had called for them, and must have them. 
Let us make them, and the responsibility must re8t 
upon the Government for ther proper disburse- 
ment. He did not intend, when he rose, to say 
one werd to give offence to any gentleman who 
had taken part in the discussion. He considered 
that those with whom he was associated, had 
acted entirely on the defensive. He wou'd not 
discuss the bill at this time; but he would probably 
do so at another time; and wou'd then discuss the 
particular proposition before the House. 

Mr. GRAVES teplied in opposition to the views 
of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson.] 
He entered hs protest on the sort of criticism used 
by that gentleman. 

Mr. MARVIN did not rise to make a speech on 
the bill, but to make some brief remarks on the 
strange course this debate hai taken. They were, 
as he unders'ood, in Commi't e of the Whole on 
the bill making appr. priation for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government. On the 
first day of the debate, he had iistened with atten- 
tion, expecting to hear nothing but what had some 
reference to the bill. But, to his great surprise, in 
the midst of the debate, an entirely foreign subject 
was introduced, and an attack made in reference 
to the opinions of one of the canlidates for the 
Presidency. What hed the Presicential question 
to do w th the subject before the committee? He 
appealed to his Southern friends, without distinc- 
tion of party, whether it was proper that an Aboli- 
ticn debate should spring up, day after day, when, 
by their vote, they had previously decided that this 
subject should not be introduced or discussed in any 
shape whatever. 

They had determined, some time ego, that the 
subject of Abolition should in no way be discussed, 
yet, day after day, members were reading from 
Abolitien papers, to prove that somebody is or is 
not in favor of, or opposed to Abolition. He could 
not understand what this bad i do with the bill an- 
der conxideration 

In the early part of the debate, the gentleman 
from Ohio had made some remarks in relation to 
the price of labor, the currency, etc. and had sta- 
ted that there was no distress in the country except 
among speculators. At that time he did wish an 
Opportunity to reply, that he might correot that 
erroneous statement, and convince the gentleman 


that that distress existed among others, besides spe- 


“ment on the questions involve. 


culaters; also, of telling him that Mr. Van Bu. 
ren, the leader of his party, had given his ecgnoyjr 
that there was genera! distress through the land. 

Bot the Jea-t reflection would show we had a 
great amount of important business to transact be. 
fSte oar adjournment. For nimself, he desired to 
go home in June, and did not wish to remain 
through the hot weather until the fall, ani then per- 
haps without dving the business before them He 
was therefore strongly desirous that gentlemen 
should confine themselves to the real and direct 
questions before them, and restrain this unparal- 
leled laiitude of debate. Let gentlemen take one 
thing at a time, and pass upon il; then they would 
act with some intelligence. 

He was aware it was very difficult to lay down 
any general rule by which their delibera'ions might 
be controlled; but each member, and each indivi- 
dual, must be ae of what course it would be 
best to pursue. There was a feeling in the House 
like this: a member would get up, and, in the 
course of debate, would say something, or make 
some charge against a po.itical opponent. He 
would be called to order; but his friends would 
say to the other party, ‘‘What; are you afraid to 
have the qualifications of your candidate cons'- 
dered?” Cries would then arise of, “go on,” 
“go on;” and thus imperceptibly they were 
drawn into a debate having no connection 
whatever with the legitimate business before them. 
The debate was one of that nature, and urged by 
this feeling. Members had gone on contisually in 
making political charges, and replying to them 
from day to day, until they had nearly lost sight of 
the bill. He thought there was much good sense 
in the remark of the gent'eman from Georgia, in 
reference to the improper introduction of the Piesi- 
dential question, in this debate, It appeared to 
him that members did aot properly apprec-ae the 
intelligence of the people of this country. All 
these Abolition. papers, from which exirac's had 


| been made, were published ali through the country, 


and had been read by their constituents, and those 
constituents were faily able to form thei: own judg- 
It the people 
should choose to elect Harris: n, they would do so 
notwithstanding all the speeches made in Congress. 
Mr. M. conciuded by entreating members of both 
parties to leave the Presidential question to be set- 
tled by the people, while they transacted the great 
mass of legislative busine-s piessing with so much 
urgency upon them. 

Mr. OGLE obtained the floor, and wished to call 
the attention of the committee to the amendments 
which he should offer to the bill under cunsidera- 
tion, in respect to the salaries of the Ministers to 
Russia, Austria, Prussia, Spain, and Mexico; and 
salaries of Secretaries of Lgatiun, Chargé., ex- 
penses of mis-ions abroad, the salary paid to the 
signer of patents, &c; and, after a few remarks, 
moved that the committee rise. 

And, on the question being taken, resulted—ayes 
55, noes 47, no quorum voting; but a majority 
having decided, 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE mvved a call of the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. PERIKIN here t ok exception to the report 
of the chairman of the Committee on the state of 
the Union. He raised a point of order wheth:r it 
was not the duty of the chairman to report that the 
committee found itself without a quorum. 

Mr. BRIGGS said a majority of the committee 
had agreed to rise, and did nt authorize its chair- 
man to report the fact of there being no quorum. 

Mr. PETRIKIN did not press his point of order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and 
nays on the motion to adjourn; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 49, nays 68. 

So the House refused to adjourn. No quoram 
voted; but 

The SPEAKER said there was evidently a 
quorum present. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then withdrew his motioa 
for acall of the House, and 

The House then again resolved ‘t-elf into Com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Casey in the chair) and resumed the consideration 
of the civil and dipiomatic bill, 
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Mr. DROMGOOLE made some remarks in rela- 
tion to confining the discussion en this bill to the 
pwticular poruions immediately under considera- 


on. 

Mr. OGLE then resumed the floor, and moved 
to stnke ont the appropriation for repairs of the 
furniture in the President’s House, &c. 

The CHAIR decided that it was not in order to 
move the amen !ment until the clause to which it 
relatei was reached, but that the bill generally was 
open for debate. 

Mr.-OGLE then spoke at some length in relation 
to the faroitarein the President’s House; and, in 
the course of his remarks, referredio the foliow- 
ing paragraph, which eppeared inthe Globe of 
yesterday, copied from a Northern paper, viz: 

“Mr. Andrews, a good Wh:g member from Ken- 
tucky, Who possesses all the biunt honesty which 
characterizes the people of that State, whilst d ning 
with the President, observed a splendid service of 
gold plate upon the table, and taking one of the 
golden spoons in his hand, said to the President, 
‘Mr. Van Buren, if you will let me take this spoon 
to Kentucky, and show it to my constituents, I wiil 
promise not to make use of any other argument 
against you—this will be enough.’ ” 

‘‘When articles like this are circulated through 
the Federal press, and regarded as second only to 
leg cabins and hard cider, 1 may be deemed ex- 
cusable to say, that the gold plates, spoons, knives 
and forks, which have figured so ‘argely of late in 
the Opposition papers, ere the same which the Pre- 
sident found in the White House when he took 
possession; that the plates, inst-ad of gold, are 
simple china, purchased in Mr. Monrce’s time— 
the spoons, knives aad foras, (neither of which are 
goli,) procured, it is believed, during each of the 
administrations of Monrve, Adams, and Jackson, 
having received no addiions or improvements from 
Mr. Van Bur-n.” 

Mr OGLE was commenting on the above, and 
was understood to deny the trath of the commenis 
of the Globe, when he was interrupted by 

Mr. ANDREWS, v ho asked the gertleman from 
Peon:ylvania to yield the floor to him to make an 
explanation. Mr. A. stated that some weeks since 
he hai heard that such a-publication as the one 
just read from the Globe was going the rounds of 
many of the Eastern papers. That it had not been 
his practice heretufore—nur did he intend, for the 
future, to deviate from taat practice—to notice 
the manner in which his name might be used ia 
connection with newspaper publications or gossip 
of tre day; but as the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had referred to that publication, 
it was due to himself, as a gentleman, to say 
that no such conversation had taken place be- 
tween him and the President. It was true, 
that, with other gentlemen of the House, he 
had the honor to dine during the winter with 
the President, and it was due to truth and his own 
sense of propriety and justice, to say that the Pre- 
sident treated hm asa genileman, and he trusted 
that 11 had been his fortune to treat the President 
in ke manner, 

Mr OGLE resumed h's remarks and eulogized 
the character of General Harrison; but, before con- 
cluding, gave way to 

Mr. COOPER of Penrsylvania, who moved 
that the committee rise; which motion was agreed 
to, and the committee rose; and 

The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, the 
chairman of the Committee on the state of the 
Union, reported progress on the till, and. asked 
— vit again; whick leave was granied; after 
which, 

Oa motion of Mr. RANDOLPH, 

The House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
- Wepnespay, April 15, 1840. 

The following message was received from the 
President o! ihe Unied States, cy Mr. Van Buren 
his private secretary: ; 
To the Senate of the United States: 

{. ansmit a copy of a convention for the acjast- 
ment of claims of citizens ot the United States upon 
the Government of the Mexican Republic, for such 
legislative action on the pari of Congress as may 


be necessary 'o en bie me to carry the engagements 
of the United States uader the convention into ful 
effect. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wesington, April 15, 1840. 

Winch was referred to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG pres»nted the memorial of inhabi- 
tants of the town of Dubuque, in the Territory of 
Iowa, remonstrating against the pas<age of a bill to 
amend the act for laying off Dabuque, and other 
towns in Wiskonsin and lowa; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. Y. also presented the memorial of citizens of 
Dekalb county, lilinois, praying that the panish- 
ment of William L. Mackenzie may be mit-gated; 
which was ordered to be printed, and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of th- 
widow of James Howard; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memoria! from a 
number of cit zens of the State of Michigan, pray- 
ing for a mi‘igation of punishment in tne case of 
William L. Mackenzie; which was erdered to be 
transmitied to the President of the United 8 ates. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the memoria! of 
Messrs. H. Langtry and B W. Jenkin-, praying 
icdemnity for lovses sustained by a contrac: for the 
supply of the Cherokees; which was referre:! to the 
Cummittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the 
represematives of Robert More; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memoral of the 
mayor and common council of Deirot, praving an 
act for the adjusiment of tiles to land im said city; 
wh ch was reierred to the Committee on the Ju- 
dicary. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted additional documents 
in rel.tion to the peiition of Hill and Stalker; 
which were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. KING, ° 

Ordered, That the heirs of William Fisher have 
leave to withiraw their parers pre-ented at the se- 
cond ses-i n of the 25th Congress. 

Oa motion by Mr. ROANE, it was 

Ordered, That the heir of Robert Watkins have 
leave to withdraw his papers presented at the last 
session. 


Mr. BENTON offered the following resolution, || 


which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate as scon as 
the informatiun can be obtained, the amount of 
debentures issue at d fferent ports on the exporta- 
tion of refined sugars, duripg the three first months 
of the preseut year. Also, that he cause inquires 
to be made to ascertain whether any of that de- 
scription of sugar cal ed “bastard,” is exported for 
drawback as sugar refined, and report the ‘acts to 
the Senate. Also, that he report to the Senate the 
amount of duty payable on imported brown sugars, 
during the year 1840. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following motion, 
which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That ihe Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to send tu the Senate the report, if yet 
made, of Mr. Owen on the geology and mineralo- 
gy of the Territory of lewa. 

Mr. WILLIAMS >ubmitied the following me- 
ticn; which was coasidered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing f.r the settlement and payment of the 
claims of the State of Maine fur servicers of her 
mili ia in the protection of the Northeas'ern frontier 
of the United States in the year 1839. 

Mr. W. als» presented sundry dvcumen's in con- 
nection with the abuve; which were referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reporied a joint resolution for the relief of 
Langtree and O'Sullivan; which was read, and 
ordered to a second rea ting. 

Mr. PRENTISS, trom the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a biil to relinquish to the 
State of Indiana the title of the Unired States to 
eight acres of land; which was read, and ordered 


oa second reading. 
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Mr. P. also, from the same commitiee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of William 
Tracy. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported atuil to amend an act entitled an act re- 
gulating passenger ships and vessels; which, by 
unanimoas consent, was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. [This b.jl enacts that the law shail 
not apply to steam vesyels running between Nova 
Scotia and poris of the United States, or between 
Texas and ports of the United States } 

Mr. KING, from the Commities cn Commerce, 
to which varivus communications on the subject 
were referie |, reported a bill to authorize the Se- 
crétary of the Treasury to procure steam vesseis 
for the revenue service; which was read, and cr- 
dered to as cond reading. [The bill author.zes the 
purchase or con-truction of three steam vesse's 
one for the waters of Lake Erie and the upper 
lakes; and for the Atlantic and one for the Gulf 
coas'.] ‘ 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Commitiee on Pen,ions, 
to which was referred the pecition of tliza A. Mel. 
lon, made an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be priated 

Mr. STURGEON gave notice that to morrow 
he wou'd ask leave to bring in a bill altering the 
time of holding the terms of the Federal couris in 
Western Pennsylvania. 

The various untavorab'e reports from c»mmit- 
tees on the Secretary’s table, were considered and 
concurred in, 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The bi!l making grants of public lands to eortain 
States for purposes of interoal improvement, was 
taken up, and 

Mr NORVELL explained at some length the 


/ provisions of the bill, and advoc ited its paysage. 


Mr. MERRICK oppoved the bi!l, and moved its 
recommitment to the Committee on Public Lands, 
with insiractions so to amend it as to make an 
eqval grant to all the States in the Union. 

The moaion to recommit was disenssed by 
Messrs, WALKER, MERRICK, CLAY of Ken- 
tucky, and NORVELL, when, on motion of Mr. 


| N. it was laid on the table. 


LAWS OF NATIONS. 

The resolutions submitted on the 4th of March 
by Mr. Catnoun, as amended by the Commitiee on 
Foreign Reiations, were taken up, and were read, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That a ship ora vel on the high 


| seas, in time of peace, engaged in a lawful voyage, 


is, according to the laws of nations, under the ex- 


| c'usive jurisdiction of the State to which her flag 


belongs; as much so as if constituting a part of its 


| own domain. 


Resolved, That if such ship or vessel should be 
| forced by stress of weather, or other unavoidabie 
cause, into the port, and under the jurisdiction of a 
friendly power, she ani her cargo, and persons on 
board, with their property, and ail the rights .be- 
longing to their personal relations, as estalisned 
by the laws of the State to which they belong, 
would be placed under the protection which the 
laws of nations extend to the urforiunate under 
such circum tances. 

Resofved, Yhat the brig “Zaterprise, which was 
| ferced anavoiably by stress of weather inio Port 
' Hamilton, Bermuda island, while ona lawful voy 
_ age on the high se.s from one port of the Uairn to 
| another, ecmes within the principle. embraced in 
. the foregoing resolutions; and that the seizare and 
| detention of the negroes on board by the local an- 
thority of the island, Was an act in violation of the 
laws ot notions, and highly unjust ta our own citi 
zens to whom they belong. 

Mr CLAY :ad thar, wit respect to the general 
principles con'a‘ned in the resolutions, as that the 
flag should protect its vessels on the high seas, 
there could be no doubt. It wasthe common high- 
way of nations, and v-ssels ander their flags, were, 
to all intents and purposes, protected by them. On 
_ the bizh seas no nation had exclusive juri-diction. 
| As the resolutions were amended by the com- 
| mittee, they were undoubtedly co-rect; but, as'oris 


ginally drafted, he had some coabis of the princi-. 


| Ples set forth. He could not think that in ike por} 
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ofa foreign power, W hen the fl g was consequently 
under a particular jurisdiction, that its protection 
was as great and uorestricted as when the vessel 
was at sea. 

He had r'sen, however, not to discuss the prin- 
ciples contained in these resolutions, but rather to 
inquire what good could result, what» benefit was 
proposed, by their introduction at the present time. 
As he was called upon merely te express an affir- 
mative opinion, be should vote for the resolutions 
as amended; bat the question was whether it was a 
subject upon which the S-sate «hould b- called to 
act. What was the useto be made of the ques- 
tion? If a negotiation were pending, itmig!t exercise 
some influence; but in the present case, where that 
was precluded in language so strong by Lord Pal- 
merston as to forbid the expectation of a resump- 
tion of the negotiation, he saw no alility ia the 
adoption of the resolutions. 

He thought a too frequent use of the expressions 
of epinions on subjects merely abstract, by a body 
of such high and grave authority as the Senate, 
would havea ‘endency to bring our opinions into 





disrepute. 
Mr. CALHOUN said it was not his i npression 
that there was much difference be!ween the resolu- 


tions, as they originally stood, and as row amend- 
ed. The chairman had showed him the amend- 
ments, before they had been acted on by the com- 
mittee, and he had, witheat hesita‘ion, essented to 
them; not because he thought them an improve- 
ment, bot simply because he understood that some 
of the mea. bers of that committee desired ith*change. 
He looked only to the substance and the conclusion, 
and cared but little about the mere phraseology. It 
was a pointof too little importance to dwell on. 
He must say, that he had heard the remarks of the 
Senator with pain. He had hoped, on this ccea- 
sion, to have his zea'ous support. He yet hoped 
to have his vote. 
profound interest, especially to the portion of the 
Union he represented; and it was on that convic- 
tion he had offered them Looking to the future, 
it is impossible to say what may result from the 
vy an sassnmed by the British Minister. Viewed 
praciica |, it was a question of no small magni- 
tude. Cases of the kind mast be constan ly oceur- 
ring; unless, indeed, the increased hazard from this 
new danger shoul! have the effect of clo-ing the in- 
tercourse by sea between the Southern Atlantic ports 
and these of the Gulf, so far as our slave 
property is concerned. If to this be added the in- 
jury done to our citizens, in refusing compensation 
for property seized and detained contrary to jost'ce 
and honesty, and the dangerous pritciple cn which 
the refusal is placed, the Senator ough: not to be 
surprised, or have any difficulty in accounting for 
the introduction of these re-olut:ons. 

He admi's thee would have been ne improprie- 
ty in introducing them, had there been a pending 
negotiation; but thinks there is, because the Bri- 
tish Minister had closed the door of negotiation. 
He (Mr. C.) took the very opposite view. Pending 
the negotiation, and before the decision was known, 
the proprie y of a movement of the kind wou'd, to 
say the least, be doubtful; but now that it has been 
made, and justice refused, silence would have been 
cons'rued into an abandonment of the claim of our 
citizens, and an acquiescence in the dangerous 
principle on which ic was rejected. It was to re- 
pel such inference, that he desired totake the sense 
of the Senate. If the resolutions shouid receive 
the vote of the body, it would keep a ive the elaim, 
and, what was still more tmporiant, rebut any in- 
ferred abandonment of the principle on which 
it rests. He hoped that it never wou'd te sar- 
rendered. Justice was cn our side, and if 
we cannot succeed in establishing it now, there 


is no reason why we may not hereafier. 
He irasted that the strong expressiin cf 
opinicn by the Senate, which he ths day 


avticipa‘ed, would rous? an atiention to the 
subjec', that might Jead to a happy termination of 
acont. oversy Which could not te sa‘ely kept open. 
Be that asit may, it isour duty to ma:n'ain our 
ground. If we now yield—if the Senate should re- 
fuse to act on the resolutions, or vote them down, 
we surrender both right and principle. 

He would appeal to the Senate, and ask if it is 


ee 


The prince p'e involved is one of 
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ready to say that the rights of the South to the great 
mass of its propeity, that which enters so deeply 
into their political and social institutions, and on 
the maintenance of whch, not only their wea'th and 
prosperity, but peace and safety depend, shall be 
outlawed and placed beyond the pale of proteciion? 
Is it prepared to distinguish between this and every 
other description of property, so as to leave this 
alone undefended? ‘The British Minister acknow- 
ledges that compensation ought to be made for 
every other deseription,under similar circumstances, 
and places the distinction between this and 
others, on ground fatal to its existence, if it be ad- 
mitted. Is she righ? That is the question; and 
are you ready to say so, by your votes? If so, it 
is time we should know it; and if not, you should 
speak out plainly and distinctly. 

He had not supposed that there was a member 
of the body that would be embarrassed by the re- 
solutions; on the contrary, he had hoped that all 
would have been pleased wih the opportunity, ia 
a case so strong and clear, of recording their votes 
in our favor—to stand by uson this great ques- 
tion, in which we are particularly concerned, as 
we have stood by them on a recent occasion 
where they were, 

It isa proud recollection for the South, that she 
never haited to count tke cost or danger, when 
the in’erest of any portion of the Union, the 
most remote, called for defence. ‘This is the first 
difficulty with Great Britain, in which we have 
been immediately interested. The war of the Re- 
volation originated in causes much more Northern 
than Southern; and still more strikingly was that 
the case in the Jast war. Did we hesitate in either? 
No; the generous South, ever devoted to the liberty 
and honor of the country, and true to ‘its engage- 
ments, poured out freely her means, in blood and 
money, for the common canse,w.thout asking whe- 
ther she was to be the gainer or loser. What he 
asked, was, that the same zealous and ardent sup- 
port that we have extended to other portions of the 
Union, shou!d now be extended to us on this occa- 
sion, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky observed that he would 
not have advised the introductiin of the resolu- 
tions, though there was not a man in the Senate or 
the country more ready to defend our rights by all 
the means which Ged and nature had given us, in 
reference to that particular species of property 
which the Senator alluded to. He thought, how- 
ever, that prudenve and discretion Should admo- 
nish us not too often to throw before the world 
questions in relation to it Who could believe 
that Great Britain, because she has refused to make 
compensation for the s'aves on board the wrecked 
ve s+] which her colonial aathorities had liberated, 
would interrupt or interfere with our coasting 
trade? Who could believe that she would assail 
such a description of property as that on board 
that vessel? Let her show such a purpose, and, his 
word for it, there would be but one feeling on the 
subject throughout the whole country. But what 
would the Senator propose but war for the redress 
of this injary, since ail negotiation oa the subject 
was atanend? Was that such an open, undis- 
guised atiack upon us as to justify such a measure? 
A vessel, pursuing her voyage from Norfolk to 
Charles’on, is cast away on one of the Bahama 


| islands, and the slaves on board, having been 


brovght up before the authorities there on a habeas 
corpus, are liberated. Here, whatever the British 
Government had done, was involuntary. She had 
not gone out of her way to attack us with regard 
to this deseription of property. If she had dene so, 
the Senator from South Carolina wou'd not be in 
advance of him in resisting her. But in this case, 
the vessel was cast away in a storm on one of the 
British islan is, and the slaves on board having 
been liberated by the authorities of that island, on 
a habeas corpus, she will neither surrender them nor 
make ce mpen’ation forthem. Though there was 
a material d fference between the resolution as it 
originally stood, aud as it was now amended, yet, 
inasmuch as it contained truths, he shou!d vote for 
it, thoug’ he regretted its introduction. 

Mr. CALHOUN. He had said nothing that 
could justify the Senator in accusing him of im- 
puting to the British Government hostile or im- 
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proper motives, nor that could lead to the belief 
that there was danger she would seize our vessels 
at sea, with the view of liberating slaves on board, 
He did not suppose that she is about to turn buc- 
canier, and p!under our coasting trade; bat her de. 
cision will interdict nearly as effectually the inter. 
course by sea between one half of this Union and 
the other, as to the greatest and most valuable por. 
tion of the property of the South, as if she were to 
send outcruisers against it. The voyage was a 
most dangerous one. The Bahama group of 
islands extends for nearly two hundred miles along 
the eastward of Florida, at an average distance of 
not more than fifty miles, with a strong current, 
running many miles an hour, sweeping through it, 
and beset with dangers from innumerable shoals 
and keys. Through this dangerous channel, sub. 
ject to storms, the vast intercourse between the 
Western and Atlantic cities passes by sea. Num. 
berless wrecks occur annually. It was estimated 
many years ago, when the intercourse was far less, 
that the loss annually from that cause, was more 
than half a million of- dollars. To this danger is 
now superadded, in the case of slave property, 
plunder by seizure and detention on the opposing 
and inhospitable shore; thas virtually interdicting 
to that extent, this, the greatest of all our thorough- 
fares. It is to repel the inference of acquiescence 
in a decision leading to such consequences, an| 
resting on a principle still more dangerous, that he 
solicited the vote of the Senate. 

Mr. PORTER said: Mr. Presipent: I desire to 
do my duty in some form by recording a vote on 
these resolutions, and yet I am met by difficulties 
on both sites of the main ques'ion they present, 
which I frankly confess I am greatly embarrassed 
in attempting to surmount. 

I look first to the neeessity and expediency of 
this species of preliminary action by the Senate 
on a subject of this magnitude and delicacy, which 
proposes to declare, in advance, the principles of 
the law of nations as applicable to slave property, 
thrown, by the act of God, within the jurisdiction 
of acountry where slavery does not exist; and hav- 
ing arrived at the conclusion that such action is not 
expedient or necessary, I !ook, secondly, to the 
consequences which, in my humb!e judgment, ne- 
cessarily result ‘rim the adoption of these reso u- 
ticns, and which are by no means agreeable sub- 
jects of contemplaticn tome. These consequeners 
{ regard, sir, with an eye to the national honor 
only, which, in my view, cannot remain unsullied 
while the prineiple, as it is stated and applied in the 
last resolution, remains a silent record on your 
journal, unasserted, unvindicated, unacknowledged, 
unliquidated, by the demand and payment to the 
uttermost farthing of the sum claimed for the slave 
property on board the Enterpr'se, driven into the 
island of Bermuda. 

From the reading of the documents acecmpany- 
ing the special message of the President of the 25.h 
January last, consisting of the correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Stevenson and Lord Palmerst n, which 
was terminated by an adjustment, on the part cf 
the British Government, of the claims for slaves 
wrecked on the Bahamas, on board the brigs Comet 
and Encomium, we are informed tnat the British 
Government has already refused to make compen- 
tion in the ca-e of the Enterprise, on the ground 
that the latter vessel was thrown within British 
jurisdiction after the period when slavery was 
abolished thoughout the British dominions, which 
objection was not applicable to the cases of the two 
former vessels. 

In the correspondence alluded to (of a regular 
diplomatic character) between the representatives 
of the two Governments, we find this principle 
distinctly and emphatically stated; and it is in the 
very teeth of this quasi ullimatum of the British 
Government on the question, and in reference to 
this very case of the Enterprise, that the last of 
these reolations stands. Sir, I may mis‘ake the 
effect which necessarily results from its adoption; 
but to my mind it is a pledge to the claimants and 
to the world of a determination on the part of our 
Government, so far as ths Senate is concerned, 
at least, to demand the adjustment of this already 
rejected claim. V-ewed in this light, profound as 
my deference is for the great abilities and eminent 
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this species of property; aod while the mutual obli- 


Carolina, [Mr. Catnoon ] so signally developed ia 
pis examination of this question, when these resulu- 
tions were before us for consideration previous to 
their reference to the Commitiee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, I confess it is to my mind b-set with doubt 
and d.fficulty. 

The right of the British Government to abolish 
slavery in her colonies, is admitted. And what are 
the consequences of the exercise of that right to the 
liberated slave? Does it not place bim ander the 

rotection of British laws, which give him the right, 
while he conforms to them, to demand, at all times, 
and under all circumstances, the enfranchisement 
of his person? And is not this right equally sacred 
and inviolable, whether he be an alien, a denizen, 
or a native? for I know of no principle which de- 
prives him of one or the other of these designa- 
tions, even in the case of those wrecked in the En- 
terprise. British courts are open to him—the re- 
m-dy by habeas corpus, co-extensive with the 
range ef British law, is his; and if it reaches him, it 
most liberate him. 

The possess.on and enjoyment of every species 
of property is attended with its hazards. It is 
more or less exposed to destruction ani loss, from 
the peculiarities that belong to it. The precarious 
tenure of slave property is peculiar to itself. It has 
vitality, volition; and more, a human intellect to 
guide it—to prompt it to flighi—to put forth the 
moral and physical resources and powers of man 
for its own defence and safety, and to defy efforts at 
recapture. The !oss of this species of property by 
flight is, to my knowledge, immense; and when it 
reaches within the limits of a foreign jurisdiction, 
pursuit not only ceases, but the demand of restitu- 
tion is silent. What becomes, in this instance, 
then, of the principle of national comity which 
gives to the subject or cilizen of one county the 
right to obtain, through the tribunals of another 
coun'ry, his property found there? I can g've no 
answer, where the escape is to a British jurisdic- 
lion, other than to say it is lest in the privileges 
and immunities of the people of England, ‘‘whether 
aliens, denizens, or natives;’’ and I confess myse'f 
unable to discriminate between the right to demand 
restitution in such a case, and in that of the Enter- 
prise, now before us, provided it appears that no 
act of violence has been committed by the B:it'sh 
authorities, whereby this vessel was brovght into 
Port Hamilton. If it be the act of Providence 
which enables the slave to plant his foot on a soil 
which literates him in the one case, so it isin the 
other; and he is alike, in my judgment, property, 
subject to recapture and right of control or not, as 
much in the one as in the other, and no more. 

But itis said, in the language of the first of these 
resolutions, ‘‘that a ship or vessel on the high seas, 
in time of peace, engaged ina lawful voyage, is, 
aceurding to the.Jaws of nations, under the exclu- 
sive jurisdiction of the State to wh ch her fixg be- 
longs, as much as if constituting a part of its own 
domain.” This is true, in so far as the vessel, per- 
sons on board, and cargo, are subject, properly, to 
admiralty and maritime jarisdiction; but I appre- 
hend’ it is no farther “exclusive.” Common law 
rights, existing or arising on the high seas, either in 
Tespect to persons or properiy, are cognizable in 
the English common law courts, wherever they may 
be found; and [ cannot ‘conceive that any cther 
strictly civil injuries can arise there, than such as 
= of attansitory natyre, in respect to jurisdic- 
jon. 

Is not personal liberty a common Jaw, as well 
as a natural right, and does it not attach to every 
human being falling within the cognizance of British 
laws? When a British statute liberates a negro 
slave, does not the panoply of the common law 
cover him? And is the British Government pre- 
pared to admit, in violation of one of its most 
cherished maxims for ages, that this law is, in any 
of its features, in contravention of the law of na- 
tions. 

_ Mr. Pres‘dent, it is from no spirit of fanatic zeal 
in the cause of negro emancipation, as it is now 
sought te be promoted in this country, by private 
conventional means, tha’ I make thes suggestions. 
The Constitution and laws under which we live, 
give unquestioned protection to the enjoyment of 





gations which bind together this con’ederacy of 
Sta’es existas they now do, I will be one of the 
last to interfere with it, either in i's possession or 
in its recaption, where the right by law to recap- 
tion is given. Bat it cannot be enjoyei witnout 
the limi's of our own jurisdiction, and I am un- 
willing, in this form, to place the coustry in an at- 
titade in which national honor will demand the 
assertion of this right of recap'ion elsewhere, and 
in a manner which may conflict with the local 
laws and jurisdiction of a foreign country. 
Slavery is a domestic institution with us, and all the 
principles of right in respect to it are well esta- 
blished and defined by the legislation of the States 
in which it prevails. There, under the guaran- 
tees of the Constitution of the United States, 
I wish to keep it. If it be an institution con- 
ferring benefits on the communities whose laws 
authorize it, be theirs the undispu'ed, unqurs- 
tioned right to the enjoyment of their benefits. 
If it be an evil, the fact will sooner or later de- 
velope itself, and theirs, and theirs only, will be 
the remedy. But, in the present State of the 
civil:zed world, I cenfess 1 deprecate any agitation 
of this subject, not called for by the necessity 
of immediate action, ca'cu'ated to make it the 
foundation of international controversy. The rea- 
sons I will not dwell upen—still less will I venture 
to speak of th> consequences of a national war 
proceeding from such a ground of disagreement. 

It a's» occurs to me, sir, (and I throw out the 
suggestion, as I have ali others here advanced, 
with great diffidence,) that the adoption of these re- 
solutions woul! be premature, inasmuch as there 
do not appear to have been any proceedings insti- 
tuted in the courts of Bermuda re-u'ting in a 
final judicial decision of the questions they present. 
If the principles they assume be s und here, they 
must be sound there, for they are cerived 
from the international code, aceotding to the 
doctrines contended for, and the courts of all 
civilized countries are bound by them. And if they 
be judic.ally inadmissible in respect to slave pro- 
perly in these ccur's, then the remedy is by legisla- 
tion or negotiation; and here I fear we shou d be 
met, not only by obstacles founded in the very 
spirit of the British Constitution, but by others, 
equally formidable, arising from a natural repug- 
nance of tre British Government, to make the 
mghtsto slave property, exposed by casualty to 
the action of her tribunals, the subject of ei her, in 
the face of her recent policy of general eman-zipa- 
tion. 

For these reasons, erroneous though they may 
be, I join with the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tacky, (Mr. Cray,] in the expressions of regret 
that these resolutions have been presented for our 
action. Ihave not spoken to enlighten the Senate, 
for I am too consciovs of my humble rank here to 
hope todoso, or with the expectation that I shall 
be sustained by a single voice; but merely to ex- 
plain the d.fficuliies under which [ labor in my 
own mind, and in justification of the motion I now 
make, (thus g»ing one steffurther than my dis- 
tinguished friend) that these resoluticns be laid on 
the tabie. 

Tne question was then taken on Mr. P’s motion 
to lay on the table, and it was decided in the nega- 
live—yea 1, nays 33, as follows: 

YEA—Mr. Porter—1. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Anderson, Ben'on, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cu hbert, 
Dixen, Fulton, Grandy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Lian, Lumpkin,'Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, 
Surgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, aud Young 
$3. 

Mr. BENTON wished to say a word befcre the 
vete was taken. He wished to show that not 
only the citizens of Southern States, were inte- 
rested in this matter, but also these of West- 
ern Sates, or those who wished to emigrate with 
their slaves to the West. Among the passengers 
in the Encomium, one of the vessels named in the 
debate on these resolutions, was Mr. Charles Al- 
len, a citizen of Misssuri, who was return- 
ing from a Southern State with a few valuable 





family slaves, which were taken from him by 
the authorities at Nassau. And although the 
owners of the other slaves have been compensa- 
ted, Mr. Allen’s claim has been disallowed, because 
the British Consui s'ated that the slaves departed 
with him. Mr. Allen made due proof of the loss 
of his slaves by the act of the British authorities; 
but, notwithstanding this, he has been notified that 
he will receive no compensation. This is an addi- 
tional result of the principle avowed by the British 
Government, and an aditional reason why we 
shou'd pass these resolutions. The certificate of a 
consul, given in a case where he can hardly know 
any thing of his own knowledge, is to deprive an 
American citizen of his property, and to counter. 
vail all other testimony. In this way all claims 
may be defeated. The conduct of the British Go- 
vernment, Mr. B. said, was unjustifiable—a breach 
of the law of nations—and a wrong and indignity 
to the United States. Sne possesses islants lying 
in the Gulf of Mexico, in the very track of all our 
ships entering or departing from the gulf, and 
where tempest: are frequent and shipwrecks fre- 
qu nt. Ifan American vessel, thus passing from 
one part of the United States to another, is driver 
by the tempest into any of these islands, and has 
slaves on board, the British Government declares 
them free! and, in the case where she has paid for 
some of tose slaves, others are refused on a con- 
sul’s certificate. This is uojustifiable, and we 
shou!d so declare it. 

The ques:ion then being taken,the resolutions were 
unanimously adopted, as tollows: 

YEA\S—Messrs. Alien, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Ciay of 
Kentucky, Clayt.n, Crittenden, Cathbert, Dixon, 
Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Liar, 
Lumpk n, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Nervell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sever, S'range, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, and Young—33. 

NAYS—None. 

PBiLLS PASSED. 

The bi'l in relation to the irom steamboat, the 
New Jersey; 

The bill for the relief of James Dutton; 

The bill for the relief of Peer Warnder, of In- 
diana; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel White; and 

A biil to anthorize the payment of invalid pen- 
sions in certain cases, 
were severalty read a third time, and passed. 


The bi'l for the relief ef David W-ller was ta- 
ken up 2s in Committee of the Whole, and, afier 
being considered, was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to revive and continue in force an act, 
entitled an act to provide for persons who were di:« 
abled by known wounds received in the Revolu- 
tionary war, was taken up, and, after being dis- 
cuss d by Messrs. PIERCE, PRENTIS3, and 
KLNG, was, on motion of Mr. K. recommitted to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

The bill for the reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public lanis, was taken up, and, after 
some remarks from Messrsi CLAY of Keotucky 
and CLAY of Alabama, it was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

Bill for the relief of John McCloud; 

Bill for the relief of William Jones; 

Bill for the re'ief of John 8. Wilson, of Che 
rekee county, Alabama; 

Bill for creatirg a new land district in the State 
of Missoun, and for changing the boundaries of 
the sou h ¥estera and wes:ern land disiric’s in said 
Sia'es; 

Bill authorizing the Prezident of the United 
States to cause the reserved Jead mines belonging 
10 the United S:'a'es in the several States and Ter- 
riteries to be sold as ether public jands; ; 

Bili for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, and 
John Hill, E'izabe h Hill, and Samuel Hili, chil- 
dren and minor hei:s-at-law of Samuel Hill, de- 
ceased; 

Pill for the relief of Jane Waller; 

~Bill for the relief of suncry citizeas of Arkansas, 
who lost their improvements in consequence of the 
treaty between the United States and the Choctaw 
Indian:; 

Bill to revive an act authorizing certain soldiers 
in the late war to surrender the bounty lands drawn 
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by them, and t» locate other lands in lieu thereof, 
aad for o her purposes. 

Billi to auth: r.ze the inhabitants of township 8 
north, range 32 west, in the Sta‘e«f Arkansas, to 
enter a sec‘ion of land in \ieu of the 16th section 
in said townships under condition that the same is 
surrendered to the Unitea States for military pur- 

ges, 

Bill for the relief of Joseph Paxton 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis Newman; 

B li respecting the heirs of Ayn«s Dundas; 

Bill so confirm to the Siate of Indiana the land 
selecied by her for ‘hat portion of the Wabash and 
Erie caval which iies between the mouth of the 
T.ppecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for other 
purposes; 

Bill to autherize registers and receivers to ad- 
minister oaths required to be taken by purchasers 
of public land; 
were severally considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a thrd 
reading. 

Bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and Co. 
was taken up, and, after being discu-sed by Messrs, 
CLAY of Alabama, LUMPKIN, DAVI2, KING, 
an! HUBBARD, without taking a question, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonespay, April 15, 1540. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER, by permission, presented certain 
petitions from Robert Marshall. ; 

The CHAIR announced that the first business in order was 
the reports of the Committee of Accounts, in relation to the 
co itracis existing between Langtree and O'Sullivan with the 
Clerk of the House, for furnishing stationery, &c.; and the im- 
me liate question before the House was the motion to recommit 
tie reports to the Committee on Accounts, with the following 
instrue' ious: d 

1. Whether the prices paid by the CLerk of this House for 
atuionery, is a reasonable price, when compared with what 
stutionery can be pecan for from other persons of like 
quality. 

2. Whether the sta‘ionery ia not of an inferior kind, when 
compared with the stationery purchased for this House atthe 
last two sessions of Congress. 

3. Whether any allowance was asked by the CLerk, either in 
re or verbally, for the difference in exchange between Phi- 
ladelphia and New York; and, if any, how much? 

4. Whether any payment bas been made by the Cucrk to 


the contractor, in advance, on his contract, or the auduing of 


his account by the committee? 

After a few words trom Messrs. JOIINSTON of New York 
and JAMES GARLAND, 

Mr. JOUNSTON of New York obtained the floor, and moved 
the following asa subsutute for the above instructions, viz: 

S'rike out all after the word “moved,” in the first line, and 
insert the fellowing: 

That the resolution which passed this House on the 4th day 
of March last, upon the subject of stationery, and the reports 
thereon, and the other matters therein contained, be committed 
to a select committee,’with additional instructions to inquire 
and report to the House: 

1, Whether the prices paid by the Clerk of this House for 
stationery are reasonable, when compared with prices for 
which stationery of the same quality could have been purchased 
of other persons than those of whem he purchased. 

2, Whether the stationery is not of an inferior quality, when 
co npared with the stationery furnished this House at the Jast 
two sessions of Congress. 

3. In what mode or manner the Clerk has advanced or paid 
money to eaid Langtree, in relation te said stationery, the 
amounts paid, and the differenttimes when paid; and that said 
committee have power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York said he was willing that both 
reports should be printed, and take their ordinary course in the 
House. Gentlemen would see the inconsistency, the impro- 
priety, and. the iiliberality, of recommitting the report to the 
game committee, who had had the matter under consideration 
for seven weeka, and had presented to the House the only re- 
sult at which they were able toarrive. The power to send for 
persons and papers was given to the committee, so that all 
doubt might be dispelled ir relation to the subject, and to preve 
the facta required by the resolution under which the committee 
hatacted. Mr. J. did not conceive that the duties of the com- 
mittee ha:tbeen properly discharged, as they had refused to 
receive evidence, in subversion of the resolution. The design 
of the mover of it had fallen to the ground. Mr. J. did not pro- 
pose to go into a discussion as to the merits of the two reports 
which had been submitted. When it should become necessary 
he Would do so. He hopedif there was to bea reference of the 
subject, that the good sense of the House would see the pro- 
priety of sending it toa select comm tiee, and not to the com. 
mittee who had had it under consideration, there to remain seven 
weeks longer. 

Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON said he regretted that anv thing 
should have occurred to make it necessary forhim to impose 
himself on the patience of the House, even fora single mo- 
ment. But standing in the relation he did, he considere: it as 
due to himself and the majority of the commitee, that he 
shoul make a very few remarks on the subject. Mr. J. then 
a lverted to the circumstances under which the resolution of the 
3iof March had been adopted, inetructing the com nittee to 
make their report. Ic woulkl be evident toall that the report 
was based on the instructions given by that resolution, and had 
been prepared afier a patient and diligent investigation by the 
majority of the committce. He believed the report contained 
all the facta contemplated by the resolution, and he would ask 
chose genttemen who were io favor ofa refe ta furnieh the 
committee with something on which they conld their ac- 


tion. If any individual or individuals were to have charges 


—— —————————— — 


pratrred agaions them, let te commitiee have those charges 
aid before them, and he would pledge his word that the majo- 
rity of the committee weuld not shrink froma full and rigid 
investigation. And he would embrace the opportunity to say, 
that if gentlemen coniempiated making any charges agatost 
the Cierk of the House in relation to the manner in which he 
he had contracted fur stationery, etc. he Mr. J. was authorized 
by that officerto say that he was very anxious for an investi- 
gation into the manner in which he had performed his duties. 

Ifthe gentlemen from New Yak and Pennsylvania should 
succeed in their effort to refer this subject back again to the 
committee, without any aew matter whereon to base their re- 
port, they might be assured that the committee would arrive at 
no other resalt. 

But with reference to the Crerx of the House, the facis 
would appear that he had, in all his contracts, taken the utmost 
precaution to guard the interests of Government. With a 
view of showing this, he would send to the Clerk’s table the 
two resolutions of 1815 and 1827, under which the Crerk had 
acted, an! by which he had been governed in making the 
contracts. * 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. JOHNSON said it would be epparent to all, that, under 
those resolutions, the CLERK was invested with full power to 
make all the contracts he had entered into. Under the former 
resolution, power was given to that officer to make contracts 
for any portion of stationery that he might deem necessary; 
and under the latter, he was directed to furnish such sta‘tor.e- 
ry as he might think proper for the House of Representatives. 

Now he, Mr. J. was no lawyer, nor would he undertake to 
enter into a legal debate before a hundred and fifty lawyers; 
but he was guided by common sense, and he would appeal to 
every member of the House whether the CLERK had not acted 
in accordance with the plain common sense meaning of the 
resolutions in question. Io the resolution of 1827, che Cuerg 
was directedto “furnish”? stationery, etc. Now what was the 
meaning ofthe word “furnish?” Would gentlemen pretend to 
say that the word “furnish’’ implied that the CLexK should, 
with his own hands, and without the assistance of any other 
person, perform all the duties appertaining to hisoffice? Fer 
Instance; one of the duties was to compile a book. But would 
gen'lemen require that the CLerk should actually go into the 
printing office and perform the work of a practical printer? 
Again; he was required to furnish fuel fur the House; but 
would gentlemen insist that the CLigrK should shoulder his 
axe, enter the forest, and become a wood-chopper? 

Ile would advise the gentleman from New York to be alittle 
careful before he made accusations against the CLerK, and to 
pause while he was seeking ground of censure with an avidity 
equal to the bloodhounds of Florida. He would tell the gentle- 
man, however, that even the backwoodsmen were not to be de- 
spised, for he had known instances where back woodsmen had be- 
come Senators, and many a wood-chopper had been appointed to 

laces of trust and honor. H+ would also tell him him that 

e had known men ivhabiting log cabins being aspirants 
for the first office in the gift of the people. 

Afier some debate ona point of order, 

Mr. JOHNSON alluded to the practice of the former Clerk 
in the purchase of stationery. He reminded gentlemen that for 
some eight or ten years previous to the last Congress, the Clerk 
had been in the habit of purchasing direct/y the stationery for 
the House. And what was the resul:? Why, said Mr. J. you 
fared infinitely worse. When the Committee on Accounts shall 
come to look, they will discover the startling fact, that now, in 
one of the com nittee rooms, is unavailable and useless station- 
ery piled up to the amount of some twenty-five or twenty-six 
thousand dollars! This excess of stationery, under a resolution 
of the last Congress, had been sent to New York for the purpose 
of being sold; but when put up at auction, it was found that it 
would not fetch one-fourth the price it had cost; so 1t was re- 
turned, and most of it remains on hand to this day. 

Now, with a knowledge of thes: facts, was it not the duty of 
the CLERK to adopt some other mode of furnishing the statione- 
1y 60 as to avoid this loss! Yes, it would be remembered that at 
the last session of Congress the CLerK was admonished :o adopt 
some other means. He accordingly entered into a contract tor 
the furnishing of stationery of the best quality, at a moderate 
price, with a proviso that all which should not come up to the 
strict terms of the contract, should be returne!. But another 
objection was, that the Crerx had made a toritten contract. 
Now he would ask, was the CLERk to be blamed for having ta- 
ken the precaution of procuring a written agreement? Was he 
to be blamed for doing that which was done by every prudent 
man in the management of his private affairs? It appeared, 
however, that the act which was esteemed a virtue in private 
life, was a startling offence when practised by an officer of the 
Government. 

Mr. J. said he had had the honor of serving on the Committee 
on Accounts during the last two or three Congresses. He had 
associated there with gentlemen ofall political parties. He had 
had the honor of associating there with his namesake from Ma- 
ryland, and with the gentleman from Kentucky, who, as politi- 
cal partisans, disputed every inch of ground. But never, till 
the commencement of this Congress, had that hydra headed 
monster, * party,’? been permitted to enter the committee room 
of the Committee on Accounts. Unvil this Congress, he and his 
aseociates on that co mittee had looked above all party consi- 
derations, and, like good servants of the people, they had put 


shoulder toshoulder, and labored for the public interests, under. 


no other feelings than those dictated by friendship. He would 
that he could say the same now; but he could not. He had 
been told that soon after the meeting of the House at the present 
session, that ceriain gentlemen, not members of the committee, 
had attempted to raise a select committee to inquire 
into this very matter; and that, too, at a time- when 
the sianding committees had had no opportunity of mak- 
ing a report. He asked whether such conduct was not 
an implied censure on the gentlemen composing the standing 
cemmittees. He repeated that, soon after the commencement 
of the present session, certain gentlemen had resolutions in 
their drawers, the object of which was to take the matter out of 
the hands of the standing committee, and refer it to a 
select committee. 

Now he would ask, whence arose all this feverish anxiety? 
Was he to believe that it was for the purpose of manufacturing 
political capital for the benefit of the Hero of Tippecance? or 
was it because one of the parties to the contract was the editor 
of the Democratic Review, a talented young man, who had 
shown his ability to defend the liberties of his country? or was 


it because th Jeman (Mr. G there, sitting at the ta. 
bi, had a he sommencement of the season, aeplayed & Re 


man firmness, in refusing to qualify five gentlemen from New 
Jersey, claiming seats under the sanction of the broad seal uf 
the Governor, and with certificates given jn defiance of the ey. 
pressed will of the peeple. 

Tre morning hour having expired, Mr. J. suspended his 
remarks; when 

Re SPEAKER laid before the House the following commu. 
nications: 

1. Message from the Presidentof the United States, commy. 


nicating a report from the Secretary of State, in compliance ~ 


with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 23d 
March, requesting “the President to communicate to the Ho 
if not incompatible with the public interest, copies of any de. 
mand made by the minister or other diplomatic representative 
of Spainin thiscountry. of the eurrender to him of the Afr). 
cans taken in or belonging to the vessel called L’ Amistad, and 
of all corempramans beiween this Government and the said 
minister or diplomatic representative, and with any other fo. 
reign Government or min.ster thereof, relating thereto; also, co. 
ps of allinsiructions from the Department of Siate to the 
istrict pesney of the United States in the judicial district of 
Connecticut, and all reports of the said Department relating to 
that subject.” ; 
i eemeneien of Mr. ADAMS, ordered to lie on the table, and 

e prin‘ed. y 

2. Message from the President of the United States, in com. 
Eivees with a resolution of the House of Represe;itatives of the 

lof March last, transmitting a report from the Secretary of 
State, with accompaying documents, in relation to the “seizure 
and condemnation, hy the British authorities, during the year 
aaee last past, of certain American vessels engaged in the fish. 
eries. 

Ou motion of Mr. LOWELL, referred to the Committee op 
Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

3. Communications from the War Departrrent, in compii- 
ance with a resvlution of the House of Representatives ot the 
23d ulumo, calling for “copies of all orders and instructions is. 
sued from the Department to any officer of the army, ur to any 
agent of the Government, requiring his interference with the 
Cherokee Indians in the formation of a Government for the re- 
gulation of their own internal affairs, not inconsistent with the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, or with any existing 
treaty; also, copies of all instructions to any officer or agent of 
the Government, prescribing any particular form o! Goverr- 
ment for the adoption of said Indiaus, and interdicting any 
other form.” 

On motion of Mr. BELL, referred>to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

4. Depositionsin relation to the New Jersey election. 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, referred to the Committee 
of Elections. _. _ 

Mr. J. W. JUNES called for the orders of the day; and 
moved that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole om the state of the Union, to take up the civil and diplo. 
matic bill. ; 

Mr. ADAMS reminded the gentleman from hh: ex (Mr. 
Jones] that there were two special orders to-day. The bill iw 
prevent frauds on the revenue was made the special erder for 
this day; and the gentleman had consented, previous to said or- 
der, to take itup. That gentleman was aware of its impor- 
tance, and he (Mr. A.) hoped that he would, in accordance with 
the compromise he entered into on the occasion referred to, con- 
sent that itshould be taken up. 

Mr. JONES was aware of the importance of the bill to prevent 
frauds, and was as anxious as the gentleman from Mass. could be 
that there should be immediate action upon it. By the arrange- 
ment to which the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. ADAMS] 
had referred, it was not intended that this bill should have pre- 
cedence of the civil and diplomatic bill; on the contrary, a spe- 
cial exception was made. The early passage of the appropri- 
ation bill now before the House was of the utmost importance. 
Many claims were now falling due, for which no provision 
was made. He hoped, therefore, that the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts would perceive the importance of proceeding in the 
consideration of the bill now before the House, and agree toa 
further postponement of his special order for a few days, and 
he ann then have his co-operation to forward the action 
on it. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was aware that his special order could 
not take precedence of the biil now before the House, It has 
not even the privilege of being the order of the day until dis- 
posed of; but for this day alone. He had n@doubt that the bill 
would cause some debate. Mr. A. said he would move to make 
it'the special order of the day, after the bill now before the 
Hlouse was A pe of, to take precedence of ali other businers, 
But as he might expect to have opposition from a certain quar: 
ter in the House, if he should notexclude private bill and peti: 
tion days, he would therefore move ‘o make it the special or- 
der from the hour of one o’clock daily, (except Mondays, Fri- 
days, and Saturdays, ) until disposed of. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said if the gentleman from Massachu- 
eetis would move to make it the special order to take prete: 
dence of every thing until disposed of, he would consent, 

Mr. ADAMS, though he considered the private bills of 
great imporiance, acquiesced. 

The question being taken by tellers (Messrs. CHAPMAN of 
Alabama, and Davies of Pearsylvania, aeting as such,) the re- 
sult was—ayes 67, nees 38; no quorum voting. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays; which, were or- 
dered, and were—ayes 95, nays 61. 

So the House refus: d to make it the special order to take pre 
cedence ofall other business. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped it would be made the special orcer for 
someday. Mr A. then moved thatit be made the special or 
der for every day except petition and private bill days. 

_Mr. JONES remarked that he could not see the end of the 
discussion on the bill, and the pressing character of the appro- 
priation bills was such,that if they’ be postponed by a long discus- 
sion on this bill, the nape service would suffer, 

Mr. R. GARLAND inquired of the Cuairn whether it was 
proposed to make it take precedence of the special order on the 
subject of printing. 

The CHAIR re; lied in the affirmative. 

Mr.R GARLAND. Then 1 object. 

_Mr. JONES of Virginia hoped the motion to make it the spe- 
cia] order would not prevail, : 

The question was then taken, and the motion was disa- 
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Mr. R. GARLAND objected. 
The ae then taken, and the motion was agreed to— 
10, : 
ay DAVEE asked and obtained the unanimous consent of 
the House to present the following resolutions, recently adopted 
py the Legia ature of Maine; which, on his motion, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed: 


RESOLVES RELATING TO THE NORTHEASTERN 
BOUNDARY. 


Resolved, That the patriotic euthusiasm with which several 
of our sister Slates the past year tendered us with their aid to 
repel @ threatened foreign invasion, demand our grateful recol- 
jectivn; and whilst this spirit of self sacrifice and self devotion to 
the national henor pervades the Union, we cannot doubt that the 
integrity ofour territory will be preserved. ‘ 

Resolved, That the promptness and unanimity with which 
the last Congress, at the call of this State, placed at the disposal 
of the President, the arma and treasures of the nation for our 
defence, the firmness of the Executive in sustaining the action 
of this Sta‘e, and repelling the charge ef an infraction of the ar- 

ment made with the British Lieutenant Governorin March 
jast, and chargi.g back upon the British Government the viola- 
tion of that agreement—their decision in demanding the remo- 
yal of the British troops now quartered upon the disputed ter- 
riory as the only guarantee that they sincerely desire an ainica- 
ble adjustment of the boundary question, afford us confident 
assurance that this State will not be compelled single handed 
to take up arms in defence of our territory and the national 
honor, and that the cusis is near when this question will be 
settied by the National Government, either by negotiation or by 
the ultimate resort. 

Resolved, That unless the British Government, during the 
present eession of Congress, make, or accept a distinc: and sa- 
tisfactory proposition for the immediate adjustment of the boun- 
dary question, it will be the duty of the General Government 
to take military possession of the disputed territory; and in the 
name of a sovereign State we call upon the National Govern- 
ment to fulfil its constitutional obligations to establish the line, 
which they have solemnly declared to be the true boundary, 
and to protect this State in extending her jurisdiction to the 
utmost limits of our territory 

Resolved, That we have a right to expect the General Go- 
vernment will extend to this member of the Unioa, by negotia- 
tion or by arms, the protection of her territorial rights, guaran- 
tied by the Federal compact, and thus save her {ruin the neces- 
sity of failing back upon her natural and réserved rights of self 
thoes and self protection—rghts which constitutions can 
neither give nor take away, but, should this confidence of a 
speedy crisis be disappointed, it will become the imperative 
duty of Maine to assume the defence of our State and national 
honor, and expel fronr our limits the British troops now quar- 


~ red upon our territory. 


Resolved, Thatthe Governor be requested to forward copies 
of these resolutions to the President aud Heads of Departments, 
and to the Senators and Represeniatives in Congrees from this 
State, with a request to the latter to lay them belore the respec- 
tive bodies of which they are members; also to the Governors 
ofthe several States, with a requestto lay them before their 
several Legislatures. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, 

The House then resolved itselfinto Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. Casgyin the chair, aud tagk up the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. - 

Mr. OGLE, who was entitled to the floor, resumed his re- 
marks froin yesterday, in defence of General Harrison, and 
abusive of Mr. Van Buren; and, before concluding, at fhe 
hour of five o’clock, gave way to 

Mr. CARTER, who moved that the committee rise; and 
the question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. Cuapman of Alaba- 
ma, and Davres of Pennsylvania, acting as such,) and resulted, 
ayes 69, noes 32: no quorum voted; when 

Tie committee rose, and the Spgaker having resumed the 
chair, the chairman reported that fact to the House. Then 

Mr. CARTER moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were, yeas 70, nays 43. Accordingiy 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, April 16, 1840. 

Mr. NORVELL pre. ented the peution of a num- 
ber ot citiz-ns of St. Clair county, in the Siate of 
Michigan, praying the imposi'ion of a duty on fish 
imported from ihe provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada; which wasreferred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of Jchn 
H. Hagedorn and Adolph Cramer, merchants in 
New Orleans, praying to be allowed a drawback 
on certain articles of merchandise exported by 
them; which was referred to the Committee on 


* Finance. 


Mr. HUBBARD submitted documents in rela- 
tion to the claim of James Crooks and William 
Crooks, citizens of Giea: Britain, to indemnity for 
the illegal seizure of their vessel and cargo by a 
United States officer in the year 1812; which were 
referred to the Committee orf Claims. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous cons.ut 
and agreed to: . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate the anoual amounts 
of drawbac’ paid on the exp: rtaticn of iefined sus 
tar for each year since the applications of she 

whack system to that exportation. 

Qa motion by Mr, BE.. TON, the message from 





the President of the United States, transmitting, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, a re- 
p«rt from the Secretary of the Navy, in rela'ion to 
ihe military and naval defences of the country, was 
orv‘ered to he printed. 

Mr. STURGEON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and ob‘ainel leave to intreduce a bill 
for altering the time ef holding the District Court 
of the United States for the western district of Penn- 
sy!vania, at Williamsport; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Commiitee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN, from the Commitee on Private 
Land Ciams, reported a bili for the relief of 
Thomas P. Copes; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred House bill for the 
relief of Robert Milnor and John Thompson, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commi'tee on Fi- 
pance, to which was referred House bill for the re- 
lief of Lewis H. Bates and Willam Lacon, re- 
ported the same without amendment, and recom- 
mended that it do not pass. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred House bill for the re- 
lief of Wi'liam Wickham, repoited the same with 
an amendment. 

The bill for the rehefof Avery, Saltmarsh, and 
Company, wes taken up, and afier some remarks 


by Messrs. HUBBARD and LUMPKIN, was | 


potponed for the present. 


The bill for the reduction and graduation of the | 


price of the public lands, was taken up, and on 
account of the indispostion of Mr. Cray of Ken- 
lucky, its further consideration was postponed 
until Monday next. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The bill to amend an -act entitled an act regu- | 


lating passenger ships and vessel's; 

The b ll for the relief of David Waller; 

B:il for the relief of John McCloud; 

Bill for the relief of Wiiliam Jones; 

Bill for the relief of John S. Wisin, of Chero- 
kee county, Alabama; 

Bill for creating a new'land district in the State 
of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries of 
the southwestern and western Jand districts in said 
State; 

Bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause the reserved lead mines belonging 
to the United Sates in the several States and Ter- 
ritories to be seld of other public lands; 

Bi!l for the relief of Isabella Hill, wide w, and 
John Hill, Elizabeth H ll, and Samuel Hill, chi'- 
den and minor heirs-at-law of Samuel Hill, de- 
ceased; 

Bill for the relief of Jane Waller; 

Bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkansas, 


the treaty between the Un.t-d States and the Choc- 
taw Indians; 

Bill to revive an act authorizing certain soldiers 
in the late war_to surrender the bounty lands drawn 
by them, and to locate other lands in lieu thereof, 
and for other purposes; 

Bi!l to authorize the inhabitants of township 8 
north, range 32 west, in the State of Arkansas, to 
enter asection of land in lieu of the 16h section 
in said township upon condition that the same is 
surrendered to the United States for military pur- 

ose*: 

Bill for the relief of Joseph Paxton; 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Franc’s New- 
man; 

Bill respecting the heirs of Agnes Dandas; 

Bill to confirm te the State of Indiana the land 
selected by her for thit portion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal which lies between the mouth of the 
Tippecan»ve river and Terre Haute, and for other 
purposes; and 

Bill to authorize registers and receivers to ad- 
minister oaths required to be taken by purchasers 
of public land; 

Were severally read a third time and passe. 

The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Compa- 
ny of Nantucket; 

Fhe bill for the relief of J. M. Stradey; ani 


1 





who lost their improvements in consequence of | 





ae 


seal ncncneenysiemremmmamatsingasctital 


The hill snpplementary to the act eatitled “An 
act to establ sh branches of the Mint oi the United 
States,” approved March 3, 1835; 
were considered as in Commitee of the Whole and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The Senate proc: eded to -he consideration of the 
bill sappemeniary to the ‘ Act to grant pre-emp- 
tion right, t» setlers on the puble lands.” The 
amen ‘ments reported by the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands having been agreed to, 

Mr. NORVELL said that a number of petitions 
had been presenied to the Senate from settlers on 
the public lands, stating that in consequence of the 
embarrassments of the time:, they had been unable 
to avail themselves of the benefits of the existing 
pre-emption act. That act was to expire in June, 
by its own limitation. Tse petitioners ask for a 
longer time, to enable them to real Ze the beneficent 
provisions of the land. Besides, the present pre- 
emption act hid, by general consent, worked well, 
boih for ,the actual settlers and the public. He 
therefore asked leave to submit a new section, 
providing for the ex'ens:oa of ‘he pre-emption act 
of the 224 of June, 1838, to the 22.1 of Jane, 1842. 

The amendment was furiher discussed by 
Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, NORVELL, CRIT- 
TENDEN, and PRENTI-S,who, at theconclasion 
of his remarks, proposed to amend the amendment 
by adding a provision making four months’ occu- 
pancy previous to the passage of the bill, a condi- 
ion of the right of pre-emption, 

Mr. P’s amendment was debated by Messrs. 
HUBBARD, WHITE, PRENTISS, NORVELL, 
MERRICK, SEVIER, KNIGHT, and KING; 
and the question being taken, it was decited in 
the negative—ayes 13, noes 24, a3 follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Brown, Calhoun, Clay o° Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Cuthtert, Davis, Dixon, Knogh', 
Merrick, Prentiss, Ruggies, White, and Williams 
—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mou'on, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Robins n, Sevier, Smuh 
of Indiana, S'u:geon, Tappan, Walker, Wright, 
and Yousg—24. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Norve.t’s 
amendment; which was agreed to—yeas 25, nays 

11, as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Fa'ton, Grundy, Henderson, Hab- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Sm th of Indi- 
ana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, 
Wricht, and Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayten, Davis, Dixon, Knight, Merrick, 
Prentiss, Ruggles, and Strange—11. 

Mr. PRENTISS then moved to strike out the 
second section of the bill; which, after some re- 
marks by Messrs P. and CLAY of Alabama, was 
decided in the negative—ayes 10, noes 25, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Meests. Brown, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, 
Kn ght, Merrick, Prentiss, Pre.ton, Kegzies, and 
Strange—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hur- 
bard, King, Lino, Lumpkin, M. uton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of tn- 
diana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—2z2. 


After some further discussion, in which Meesrs, 
WALKER and PORTER pariicipa'ed, the ques- 
tion was taken on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading, which was dec.ded in the affir- 
mative—ayes 25, nays 7, as follows: 

YEAS—WMessrs. Alien, Anerson, Benton, 
Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grandy, 
Henderson, Hubbard, King, Lion, Lampkin, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Norveil, Porter, Rebinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Sturzeon, Tappan, Walker, 
White, Williams, and Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Criitenden, 
Merrick, Preatiss, Roggles, and Strange—7. 

Ths Senate then went into Executive session, 
and afterwards adjourned. 


Davis, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, Apri! 16, 1840. 

Mr. LEET ris: and said he besged leave to pre- 
sent t#o petitions for pensions, which he had had 
in his possession for some time, and he expressed 
a hope that the House would permit him to do so. 

The SPEAKER said if no objections were 
made, the geatleman from Peansylvania could pre- 
sent the petitions referred to. 

Mr. BANKS saii he would ask the same favor, 
though he did net object. 

(Mr. Leet then presented the memorial of Da- 
vid MeMullin, of Washington county, Pa. pray- 
ing for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. Also, the memorial of 
William Cain, of Washington county, Pa fora 
pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. } 

By consent, petitions were then presented infor- 
mally by Messrs. BANKS, JONES of New 
York, McKAY, HOFFMAN, HILL of Virginia, 
GARLAND of Louisiana, CRABB, ELY, WA- 
GENER of New York, and GARLAND of Vir- 
ginia. 

{Mr. Jones of New York presented two petitions 
from inhabitants of Orange county, for the esta- 
blishment of a post road from South Middletown, 
through State Hill, Well’s Corner, Westtown, and 
Unionville, in said county, to Deckeriown, Sussex 
county, New Jersey. 

Mr. PETRIKIN otjected to this mode of pre- 
senting the petiions; some might be received which 
ouzht nut to be received under the rules. The 
further presentation was in consequence arrested. 

The SPEAKER, by coasent, laid before the 
House a communication from the President of the 
U sted States, eaclesing a communication from 
the Secretary of Siate, giving information called 
for under the resolu‘ion of the House of the 9ih 
March in relation tothe tobacco trade. On m>- 
tion of Mr. JENIFER, referred to the Select Com- 
mittee heretofore raised on that subject. 

Also, sundry depositions in relation to the New 
Jersey contested election; which, on motion of Mr. 
CAMPBELL of South Carolina, was referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 

Also, a message from the Executive, communi- 
caliag atopy of convention entered into wih the 
Mexican Republic by the United States, for the 
indemnification of citizens of the United States 
for spoliations commitied by the Mexican Govern- 
ment, on the properiy of citizens of the United 
Siates: on motion of Mr. EVERETT, referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affaus, and o:de’ed to 
be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Marylanad, by unanimons 
consent, laid before the House a bill which he said 
he intended to offer as a substitute for the Sub- 
Treasury bill, when tnat bill should come up for 
con-ideration; which was ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR announced that the first business in 
order was the reporis of the Committee of Ac- 
counts, in relation to the contracts exisiing between 
Langiree and O'Sullivan with the Clerk of the 
House, for furnishing stationery, &c. and the im- 
mediate question Lefore ihe House was the motion 
to recommit the reports to the C mmittec on Ac- 
counts, with the following iastructions: 

1. Whe.her the prices paid by the CLerk of this 
House for stationery, isa rcasonable pr.ce, when 
compared with what stationery can be purchased 
for from o'her persons of like quality. 

2. Wheihtr the siationery is not of an inferor 
kind, when compared with the s‘ationery pur- 
chased for this House at the last two sessions of 
Congress. 

3. Whether any allowance was asked by the 
Cierk, either in writing or verbally, for the difle:- 
ence ia exehange between Philade!phia and New 
Y rx; an‘,if any, how much? 

4. Whether any payment has been made by 
the CLerx to the contractor, in advance, on his 
coutract, or the auditing of his account by the 
commnitiee? 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York moved the fol- 
jowing as a substitute for the above instructions, 
viz: 

That the resolution which passed this House 
on the fourth day of March last, upon the sub. 


ject of stationery, and the reports therecn, and the 
ether matiers therein contained, be committed to 
a Select Committee, with additional instructions 
to ingaire and report to the House: 

1. Whether the prices paid by the Clerk of this 
House for stationery are reasgnable, whea com- 
pared with prices for which stationery of the 
same quality could have been purchased of other 
persons than those of whom he purchased. 

2. Whether the stationery is pot of an inferior 
quality, when compared with the stationery fur- 
nished this House at the last two sessions of Con- 
gress. 

3. In what mode or manner the Clerk has ad- 
vanced or paid money to said Langtree, in relatioa 
to sail stationery, the amounts paid, and the dif- 
ferent times when paid; and that said committee 
have power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON said that when, on 
yesterday, his remarks were suspended by the expi- 
ration of the morning hour, it was hss in'ention to 
have replied in detail tothe speeches of the gent'e- 
men from New York. But on reflection, he was 
satisfied that no good could arise from a continu. 
ance of a discussion thus prematurely. With that 
understanding, therefure, he would merely observe 
that the motion to recommit the subject to the 
commiitee under genera! instructions, would be on- 
ly asking the committee to report what they had 
already done. 

As regarded the docuhent accompanying the re- 
port of the committee, marke! w.th the letter J. 
and which had given the gentlemen from New 
York [Mr. Jonnston] an] Pennsylvania [Mr. Pe- 
TRIKIN] SO much pain and labor, he had one word 
to say. He understood that upwards of eight pazes 
of the rep rt made by the gentleman from New 
York, were taken up in attempting to prove 
that this document had been smuggled into the 
committee room. Now he would call the at eation 
of tre House to the resolution read on ye-ierday, 
by which it wou'd be seen that, with the exception of 
the solitary vote of the gentleman from New York, 
the document was received by the unanimous vote 
ot the committee. 

Mr. CHARLES JOHNSTON, the member al- 
luded to, rose fur the purpose of making some ex- 
p anation. 

Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON hoped the gentleman 
from New York would permit him to proceed 
Without interruption, as be had but a few words to 
say, and would conclude ina very few minutes. 
He would say, then, that the document, instead of 
be ng smuggled into the committee room, had been 
introduced at the instance of a majo:i y of the com- 
mitiee—the gentleman from New York being the 
only member who voted against it, and who had 
generally stood alone on all questions in relation 
to ths matter. That document was furnished by 
a sworn officer of the House, and if there was a 
single error in any of the statements made ther: in, 
he asked the gent eman from New York to lay nis 
finger upon it, and pvintitout. That document 
was compiled from papers on file in’ th: Treasury 
Department, and the country would thank the 
Cuerk for furnishing the valuable information it 
cuntained. For his part he would say that, so far 
as his knowledge extended, he would ce:tify that 
the Clerk had been governed, in all his transac. 
tions, by honorable motives. He would also un- 
dertake to say that the stationery furnished by the 
present officer had been furnisted on term; at least 
equal to those on wh ch stationery had been sup- 
plied before. 


If the House should deem it Proper to recommit 
the subject, and order an investigation into the con- 
duct of tne Cierk, the latter, he was authorized to 
say, wou'd be very glad to have an opportunity of 
meetirg those charges. 


Yes, said Mr. J. the House may, if it chooses, 
appoint another select committee of investigation, 
with power to send for persons and papers. The 
members of the committee might, if they pleased, 
follow the example of the Swartwout Committee, 
and proceed to New York, atan expense of nine- 
teen dollars and thirty-five cents per day for each 
individual, as willbe seen by the account of that 
committee herewith presented: 
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House of Representatives, ~* Dr. 
To Select Committee on Defaleations: 
Cash paid Astor House for sixteen and a hay 
days’ board of six members, viz Messrs. Harlan 
Wise, Smith, Cartis, Hopkins, Dawson, and Mr. 
Fendall, their clerk, (wines and liquors not jp. 





cluded) - : - > $400 I9 
Extra charge for fuel, rooms, lights, ec. 110 00 
Paid messenger - - - 6 44 

Messrs. Owens, Foster, and Wegener's 
bill at American Hotel - - 210 00 
Mileage, 500 miles, fornine members _1 800 09 
Same for cleik - - -~ 200 00 
$2,726 54 





But this was not the only expense: the prinung 
alone growing out of this investigation amounted 
to some eighteen thousand dollars, so far as he had 
ascertained. 

They might, if they thought proper, lay another 
tax upon Government of $50,000, which had been 
paid for another committee of investigation, (that 
of 1837, of which Messrs. Wise and Peyton were 
members.) ‘ 

Mr. J. concluded by opposing a recommitment 
of the report, unless additions! ard specific charges 
were made. 

Mr. PETRIKIN went into en argument of 
some lengh, in support of the motion to recem- 
mit the report. in making the motion to 
recommit the reports, he acted eas a party 
the -denunci:tions of any 
man, or the sneers and taunts of some of the 
Clerk's friends, and their assertions tha’ he was 
directing the pariy.. He belonged to the De 
meccratic party, and that party based all their 
political acts on certain fixed fundamental princi- 
ples; and that one of those was strict accountabi- 
lity and responsibility of all public officers and 
agents. That ‘he party he belonged to held that 
the officer who skulked or attempted to screen 
himself from such accountability, or be or they 
who attempted to aid others in such a course, was 
not one of us. He was aware, however, that 
all parties were like large armies. An army had 
crews and buzzards following and hovering over 
them, for the purpose of feasting on the carca:ses 
left on their course. So it was with the Democratic 
party when in power; they had men hovering 
around the honest part of them, or even going in 
advance, not from principle or attachment to them, 
politically or individually, but for the plunder to be 
obtained; and of this they have striking examp!es 
every day. He came there as_ the sepre- 
sentative of constituents whose wish was to re- 
medy evils, wherever they existed, and to save the 
money of the country, without reference to ary 
man—princip!es, not men, was the standing motto 
of the party he belonged to, and that he fol- 
lewed the lead of no man, except so far as that 
man aided in carrying into execution the princi- 
ples he professed, and endeavored to  prac- 
tice. Now, in relation to this matter, he would 
say that he cons dered there had been a disposition 
shown by the Cirerk to skalk from investigation. 
He had observed indications of a wish to shet the 


| door against inquiry; and whenever a door was 


thus closed, it was very natural for people to infer 
that there was something not exactly right behind 
the door. He was, therefore, determined, so far as 
in him lay, to have a full and strict investigation 


into this matter, so that the truce state of the case » 


might be known. He thought it right to say that 

he nad noth ng personal against the Cxixak, but 

was guided solely by public motives; and in the 

course of his political life, he believed he had never 

oe private matters to interfere with his publie 
uties. 


Mr. P. then alluded to the resolutions for regt- 
lating the CLerx in the purchase of stationery, and 
contended that the latter, in his contracts with Mr. 
Lang!ree, had not acted in accordance with the 
instructions contained in those resolutions He 
thought no gentleman ought to object to a recom- 
mitment of the whole matter. If they were con- 
scious that the Cirrk had done his duty, what 
reason had they to be afraid?’ He went into a his- 
tory of the subject, with a view to show that the 
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committee had not acted in accordance with the re- 
sojation referring the matter to it for inves igation. 

Mr. P. in reply to that part of the remarks in re- 
jation to the accumulation of paper, said, in jus- 
tice to the late Clerk, (W. 8. Franklin,) that, 
no damaged paper, or paper of any kind, had accu- 
mulated since 1835, except forty-eight reams, and 
that was not damaged, but of an inferior quality, 
which had remained on hand, because the person 
who had it had failed, and become insolvent before 
it could be returned, and that this fact he could 

rove. 

P Mr. WISE said that, after the misconduct, ne- 
cessari'y inferred {rom the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Penors,lvania, he, as a member of the 
Virginia delegation, felt bound to demand for the 
Cirek a fulland thorough investigation. He felt 
that the honor of the State which he represen‘ed, 
required him, as a personal, though not polit cal 
friend of the Cierk, to give that gentleman an op- 
portunity of meeting the charg s made agaiost bim. 
But, until those charges should be proved, he was 
bound 'o presume him innoceit. After what had 
transpired, he felt that the honor of his State would 
suffer, if any imputation were suffered to rest on 
the character of the Cierk. 

Mr. W. said that he had, some time ago, pre- 
sented to the House a communicaticn addres-ed to 
him by a lithographer of th’s city. That comma- 
nivation was referred by the House to the commit- 
tee, but had never been reported on. The indivi- 
daal alluded to was a practical li‘hographer and an 
eminent artist. He had conversed wih him on 
the subject, and had bern told by him that Mr. 
Langtree, to whom the Cier« had given the con- 
tract, had proposed that he, the artist, shonld do 
the work fur one half the price charged the Go- 
vernment. The artist had alsc assured him, Mr. 
W. that he would willingly undertake to execute 
the work for one half the price charged by Mr. 
Langtree. 

This artist was willing to come forward before 
the committee, and testify to the fac's, whether 
they went to incu'pate the Clerk or not. But, un- 
til the charges made against the latter were proven, 
he would not believe him guilty of any wilful or 
intentional dereliction from his duty. This was 
the ground he woud take, and he felt confident 
that there was not one of his colleagues who would 
nol agree with him. 

Mr. W. said it appeared, from the remarks of 
the gentleman from New York, that the majority 
of the commitiee had refused to hear testimony, 
althouzh the resolution of the House required 
them to send for persons and papers, and to take 
testimony. Now he contended tha! the evidence of 
the artist alluded to ought to have been taken, and 
reported to the House. He was not desirous of 
eniering into a debate with his colleague as to the 
bet manner of executing the work, whether by 
contract or not; but he thought the C'erk of the 
Senate ought to have been examined, wih a view 
of showing how the business was managed in that 
body. He objected to the memoria! furnished by 
the Clerk, which he contended the committee had 
substituted for a report. 

_Mr. W. was proceecing to prepound some inq"i- 
ries to h's colleague, [Mr. J. Jounson,] when the 
SPEAKER admonished him that the morning hour 
had exp:red; when, 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House re- 
solved itself into Comm tiee of the Who!e on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Cas y in the chair,) and 
took up for consideration the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill; and 

\Mr. OGLE, who was still entitled to the floor on 
the above hill, went into a vindication of the vo'e 
of General Harrison in the Ohio Legislature to sell 
free white men into slavery, who were impri- 
soned as insolvent debtors, and were unable to 
pay costs. He cited the penal laws of several 
States, under which vagrants and thieves are eiiher 
sold into slavery or whipped, as an evidence that 
such au act as was proposed to be passed hy the 
Ohio Legisla:ure was not uvprecedented. He ar- 
gued that it was no more an ac' of slavery to sell 
out of prison into servitude, than it was to incar- 
crate in prison on low diet; but, on the contrary, 
that it was more humane. He entered into a de- 
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fence of the military and civil services of General 
Harrison; gave a description of his furniture and 
cooking utensils, and presented a graphic picture 
of the exterior appearance of his dwelling, as well 
as its general interior arrangement, to show his fit- 
ness fur the Presidency. In the course of his re- 
marks, he charged that the President had prac'ised 
the greatest extravagance in the purchase of fur- 
nitnre for the President's house. 

Mr. LINCOLN said, were it not for the situa- 
tion he was placed in reference to the committees, 
he would not press himself upon the atiention of 
the committee at the present time. It seemed that 
after seven days consumed in this debate, it was 
about time to inquire what had resulted from the deli- 
berations of the committee. They were the fai'hful 
representatives and servants of the people; and he 
said, wh: ther Gen. Harri-on was a fit person for the 
Presidency or not; whether he should be elected to 
to that office or not; whether he was an Abvlition’st 
or not; whether he was a hero, and entitled to the 
confidence of the people, or unworthy of their con- 
fidence, could not affect this bill. This appropria- 
tion bill must be passed; for one, he would say that 
he woul! vote for it, whatever might be the condi- 
tion or disposition of the Presiden ial question. He 
would vote for it; but before doing so, he should en- 
deavor to m-ke it as free from objections as pcssi- 
ble. Tae Government must have means to carry 
on its operations. He presumed that there was no 
gentleman in that House wh» wou'd take upon 
himself the responsibility of withholding such 
means as were necessary for that purpose. It was to 
pass in some shape or other, and he felt boun4, from 
aconviction on his mind of a sense of duty and 
patriotism, to pass this bill as speedily as possible. 
There will be other occasi: ns on which debates of 
the character which had taken place on this bil}, 
and which had amused and instructed us, and in- 
strucied the nation, will te more in place, and the 
time would be more ample, and attended with less 
prejudice to the public s-rvice. 

Mr. L. thought it high time that some limitation 
were made to the strange latitude of debate in 
which gentlemen had thought proper to indulge for 
the last few days. For his part, he did not feel 
authorized, on a subject like the present, to take up 
and discuss the merits of General Harrison, al- 
though perhaps, ona proper occasion, it would be 
found that he was as able to undertake that task as 
some others, 

Mr. L. then alluded to his politica! relations with 
the other four member on the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, when it so happened that 
he was paced single handed to represent the 
Whigs. Whether it was his misfortune or his fault 
he would not say; but it was a /act tha’, en all 
measures in relation to busiaess, (for politics were 
out of the question,) be invariably concurred in the 
opinions of those gentlemen. If, in the present in- 
stance, they had done wrong, he was also to b'ame, 
for he had concurred with them in recommending 
ihe appropriation. If any thing exceptionable had 
come from the committee, and had been intro- 


, duced into the general appropriation bill, he felt 


hiruself bound, in honor, to take his share of the 
reproach. Ele would consider it mean an| cow- 
ardly, when his political opporents cn the commit- 
tee were atiacked, for him to attempt to esc «pe from 
censur:, when he was conscious that he himself 
had acted with them. He mentioned that as ma'‘- 
ter of little consequence; but he felt bound, who- 
ever might be the accuser, to stand up and do his 
associates on the commiltee jus ice. 

He regretied to see that, in relation to some 
items of the bill, there had been some strange mis- 
apprehen-ions, and more particularly by the gen- 
tleman trom Pennsylvania, [Mr.Ccte] He un- 
derstood the gentleman objecied to the item of 
$3,665 for alterations and repairs to the Presideat’s 
House. Now, it wou'd be found that this sum 
was made up of a number of smali items, all of 
which were perfectiy reasonable. Put he would 
tell the gentleman from Pennsylvania that his at- 
tack on such matters was a very small business in- 
deed, and before he should conclude, he would 
point out to that gentleman much higher game, if 
he feit disposed to pursue it. 

In the first place, the gentleman had entirely 





333 


misapprehended the character of the item of appro- 
priation to which he objected. The agzregate 
amount consisted of many small items, and he felt 
confident that when the gentleman understood how 
that agerega'e amount was made up, he would no 
longer object to it, or deem it so very extravagant. 

One of these items was, “for the annual repairs 
of the President’s House and furniture, $500.” 
Now, said Mr. L. | would ask whose daty it is 
to do thi:? Was the President at liberty to do it? 
What tenant, having a lease of a house, could by 
law make alterations? And could the President 
make alterations in a house, of which he was the 
occupant for four years oniy? Had he a right te 
do this, even were he disposed to do it at his own 
expense? No: it was the duty of the Goverameat, 
who first built the house, to keep it in repair, and 
shelter its occupant from the rain and wiads of 
heaven. Did not Government build the house for 
the accommodatin of its presiding officer? and 
would that Government be justified in permi ting it 
to fall to pieces, and go to ruin, for war tof a small 
approyriation to keep itin repair?’ This sum of 
$500. he would tell the gent'eman, was exclusively 
tor repairs to the house, the word “furniture” 
having been inserted merely as a matter of form, 
observed in all former appropriatiors. The money 
was nit intended to purchase a sing’e article of fur- 
n ture, but was exclusively for the house; and he 
wou'd appeal to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
or any other gentleman, whether an appropriation 
of $500 for :epairs to a house that cost a million, 
was not a very moderate sum? 

B s des, if General Harrison was to cccupy the 
house, and he trusted that would soon be the case, 
it ought to be kept in good condition. For 
his part, he was not willng that Gen. Harri- 
son should enter a house in a dilapidated condit on. 
He wishrd to have it, at least, provided with the 
negessary articies of furniture, such, for instance, 
as a few chair. to sit upon, for the accommodation 
of visi ers and private individuals. 

Another item composing the aggregate amount, 
was for the service of a gardener, $150; here ths 
m-n vas employed to atiend to the public gardens 
and grounds a‘joining the President’s Hou-e, and 
was in fact attending to the business of Govern- 
ment; for who would under'ake to say that tnuse 
gardens were of any benefit to the President? They 
were epen to the public, and belonged to the peo- 
pie, an! were kept in order more for the gratifica- 
tion of m mbers of Congress than fur the occupant 
of the White Huse. 

Mr L. then alluded to another item for the pay- 
ment of afew laborrs at $l per day, and asked 
if it was lkely the President would hire these 
labore s for his own convenience. Certainly not. 
Resides, what woald be the cons*quence if they 
should refuse tv make this small appropriation? 
Woy, the result would be that those beautiful 
mounds and other contrivances, made not for the 
gratification of the Presiden’, but to please the 
public eye, weu'd be nezlected. This money was 
to keep in repair the walks frequen‘ed by the pub- 
lic, and he, with others, had often visited them; and 
would any gentleman contend that the Prrsident 
himself was bound to keep them in repair, when 
they were for the accc mmodation of the people at 
large? No, the gardens and g ounds were the 
property of the prop'e, and the people expec’ed 
that the labor expended on them should be paid 
for. He would ask the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, what difference there was between the pub- 
lie grounds around the President's Hoase, aud the 
public grounds and gardens of the Capiol. No 
objeetion was made to the paying of laborers on 
the latter, and why should there be any with re- 
spect to the former? They were al. ke accessibie to, 
and for.the gratification of, the public. 

Ancther item was for horse and cart hire for the 

ublic squares attached to the Presiden:’s House. 

ow would ang one undertake to say that the 
President had any thing to do with the enclosing of 
these wo squares? ‘lhe grounds had not been en- 
closed for his accommodation. But he (Mr. L.) 
did not attach so much importance to these small 
items; it was the principle involved for which he 
was contending. The very same objections to 
these items would, on this principle, apply to ap- 
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propriations of greater emvunt, and to nearly every 
other item in the bil. It would also apply ty any 
other aprropria'ions which mght be recommended 
by the Commitee on the Pautlic Buildings. 

It had always beea customary for the Committee 
on the Public Buildings to investigate the requisite 
appropriations, and thea transfer them to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, The present appro- 
priation had coms to the Commities of Ways and 
Means in that manner. 


He wou'd ask whether the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania could assign any reason why this appro- 
priation should not be made. Was it inconsis'ent 
with the genius of a Republican Government that 
the house of its President should be kept in repair, 
and provided with the conveniences of a private 
dwelling? 


He would submit whether the original Represen- 
tatives of the peeple, when they cunstracied that 
ree designed ihat it shoul! fall to decay, and 

ecome a reproach to the nation, by its dilapidate | 
condition. When cur forefathers erected that 
House, and ordained that it should be the habita- 
tion of their previding officer, did they intend that 
the wails shou'd tumble to rains, and the rain and 
the storm beat inj for want of a small appropria- 
tion te keep it in repair? No min in his senses 
would think of such a thing. When our ancestors 
constructed that building, they conteaplated it for 
the convenience of its occupant, and they surely 
never expected an appropriation would be objected 
to for keeping it in proper order. 


Would gentiemen now be understood as objeci- 
log to provide proper forniiure, and such as was 
appropr.ate to the mansion? If they mended, how- 
ever, that their President should live in a cabin, 
then he would readily admit that a great portion of 
the present furniture would be unnecessary and in- 
appropriate to such a dwelling. He would like 
lo know if geutlemen had in contemplation the 
removal of this President and the one who 
was to follow, into any «ther mansion. 
If so, why then a very sma!! amount would be re- 
quired, as a cabin would incur but little expense. 
But if it were intended that the President of this 
great nation should still occupy ths mansion built 
aud intended for him by our forefathers, who won 
their rights by toil and blood, why, then, object 
to farnishing u in ade ent manner, and in a man- 
n:r, too, in keeping with the size of the building 
itself?) For the actual personal convenience of the 
President, he was sure a very little was desired; 
but the occupant of the house, our highest Execu- 
tive officer, while there, was the personification of 

“the people, whose dignity required that every thing 
shou d be kept in proper order. If the Pres dent’s 
personal wan's alone were the question, why he, 
Mr. L. supposed, that, asa mere matter ef uiiliy, 
asmall one dollar jovking-g'iass woud do just as 
well as a large swing mirror. But who would say 
that the mansion of the President of the Ameiican 
people—an ofheer elected for a term of four years 
as the represe:.tative of a glorious and proud Re- 
pudlic, embracing more thaa fifteen millions of 
freemen—shou'd live in a large house, furni hed 
no better than a log cabin? How paluy would it 
lovuk, and what a miserable idea of economy would 
it give to agen's and ministers from foreiga coun- 
tries, when they beheld a paliry one dollar looking- 
gla>s hung ap in a bu ding of dimensivn equal to 
the palaces of Europ? The itea was too ritica- 
lous to be enteriained for a mom€nt, and yet, by 
the principles on which the gentieman from Peau- 
sylvania had been arguiog, this course must be pur- 
sued. 

Because ott Government was a Republic, was 
that any reason why the head of it shoa!d not live 
and appear with a proper dignity, becoming the 
pride and sirenzth of the people over wnom he pre- 
sided? In his humble opinion, the President of a 
conniry like ouis had as g od argh’, yes, a mach 
greater right, to be as pr ud as tae preudest m>- 
nar hon the tace of tee gobe. © And he, Mr. L. 
would bivsh and be ashamed if the Pres dent should 
not have it in his power to receive mivi-ters and 
visiters from foreign powers in a becoming way, in 
a mansicn furnished in keepirg with the digoity of 
agreatnation, He was sure there was‘no harm 
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to be apprehended from a course of this kind, and 
that no bad consequences would result from it. 
But he wish'd'o know who it was that had 
complained of the President’s House being too well 
furnished? It had been visited by hundreds and 
thousands of farmers and mechanics, peop’e by 
whose vote he had been elected, and had they ever 
uttered a complaint and said tha: the President of 


| their choice had too much, or too costly fu: nitare? 


| No. 














He, Mr. L. would undertake to say that ne 
men:ber had ever heard such complainis, that the 
furniture was too rich or too good for the man 
whom they had placed in that high and honorable 
siation. Andif the péople, who, by thousands, 
have visited and witaessed for themselves, make 
no complaint, what rght had any one else? It 
would be quite time enough for tha', when the peo- 
pie thém<e'ves were dissatisfied. 

Mr. L. then complained of the many extravagant 
stories which had gone throngh the conntry in re- 
lation}io thej urn ture of the Pres dent’s House. The 
people had been informed of things which had no 
existence, except in the imagination of those who 
originated such gionnd'ess siories. He then re- 
ferred to the similar charges made egainst his 
venerable colleague [Mr. Apams] while tat gen- 
'\leman occupied the house. ‘The country was at 
that time made to believe the house was furnished 


| ina costly and extravagant manner, when in fact 


it had searcely any furniture at all. The things 
were not there which ought to have been there; 
ant those who knew no beter, supposed thit Mr. 
ADaMs was enjoying things whic’ he eught to have, 
but did not erjoy. At that me, it was obvious 


| that such stor.es were circulated for political effect; 
| and was not this the case in the fresent instanc-? 


Ia bis opinion very litle coud be gained by sucha 
course. It was a very small business, especialiy 
whea much higher ground could be taxen, and 
attacks made on mu h more important objects. He 
wou'd cry shame on the man who wou'd represent 
that extravagance existed in the President’s man- 
sion, when in fact there was scarcely any furniture 
a'all. The furniure was now what it ought to 
have been inthe time of Mr. Adams, and now it 
was no better than it should be. 

Mr. L said, that so far wag he from consider- 
ing the house as too well furnished, that he had ac- 
tually reported a bill for inereasing the furniture 
It was not ‘contained in the preseat appropriation, 
but was a dis'inct bill, which he would ask might 
be considered at a proper time. In that bill the 


the President $700 to increas? the farnitnre. The 
$500 in the present bill didnot apply to the furni- 
ture, but exclasively to repaits for the house. 
Would gentlemen ask what part of the House 
they intended to farnish? He would tell them. 
Wha! was the state of the receiving room? There 
was nol a mirror, even a common seven-by-nine 
mirror, in it; there was not a single table, except 


an old pine table in one corner, which, under the | 


hammer of the auctioneer, would not fetch seventy- 
five cents, anian old w ro out sofa The whole 
lat would not fech $5; acd yet this was the ante- 
room in'o which forego ministers, and visiters of 
every description, were intcodaced to see the Presi- 
dent. New what did the commitiee intend to do 
with the $700? They did net intend to furnish the 
hou-e like a palace, but to supply it with good, 
simple, and -ubstantial furniture, of home manu- 
facture. They designed the purchase of gool, sub- 
stantial chairs, for the accommodation of visiters, 
and of gentlemen when accompanied by ladies; and 
it was but reasonable to suppose that most ladies, 
before being introduced to the Pre-ident, would be 
desirous of adjusting their bonve's, etc. (lauzhter.) 
Therefore, the committee designed to pur.hese a 
plain mirror, of suitable dimensions. 

The commitiee thought that an ante-rooa, for 
the reception of foreign ministers, with i's com- 
mon chair and old cas!-away sofa, was hardly the 
proper thing, or consistent with thedignity of the 
American people. It might be said, however, 
that what ‘he commutes proposed doing was noi 
Democratic, bh rin accordance with the pripciples 
of our Republic. Such was not his opinion. On 
the contrary, he held that it was Democratic tosup- 
ply the President with necessary furniture, and 


SSS 





| ing with another. 
Committe on Pablic Buildings proposed giving | 


convesiences for the house 
po'nted him to live. 

{Mr. L. here mide some allusion to his own 
litical career, which was not distinc!ly heard.} 

He main‘ained that the supplying of proper for. 
niture to the White House could have no anti-Re. 
publican tendency. He held that it was consistent 
with the purest Republicanism to keep the house 
in repair,so that it might be fit for the reception 
of General Harrison when he should take posses. 
sion of it. 

Mr. L then addressed himself to the chairman, 
[Mr. Casey,] and said: Sir, I wonder if the oeey. 
pancy of that chair for the fast few days, with its 
crimson drapery and other appendages, has had any 
tendency to affect your Democratic and Republican 
principles. You have the crimson curtains hang. 
ing over your head, and you are elevated above us 
ail, and yet I cannot con eive for a moment that 
it has affected your principles, or done you any 
harm. So far as my observation has extended, 
your occupancy of that high seat for the last six or 
seven days, has made no aiteration in your demea- 
nor, or in your usual courtesy and gentlemanly de- 
meanor to your fellow members. No, I do not be. 
lieve that the trimmings of that chair have affected 
your mind, or made any alteration in your Demo. 
cratic and Republican sentiments, let them be what 
they may. 

Mr. L. then alluded to the circumstances under 
which the curtains and other appendages around 
the chair had been placed there; and he took that 
opportunity of Saying, that if there was any ob- 
jecuon to them, he was responsible for it, inas- 
much as he, es a member of the Committee on 
Public Buildings, had reported the appropia- 
tion for it. It was true, the late Speaker 
had the direction of it, so that the chair might be 
in keeping with the rest of the House; but he (Mr. 
L.) was responsible, as he had made the report re- 
commending the appropriation. If it was proper 
to have a splendid dome on the Capitol, it was 
also proper to have every other portion of the 
building in keeping with it. As it has been deter- 
mined to have m+hogany desks, mahogany chairs, 
with cash‘ons, for members, he wculd ask whether 
it would be in keeping with the other pars of the 
hall, to put an indifferent pine table in front of the 
chair. He was sure no gentleman would contend 
that it woald. Taey would all agree that it was 
necessary to have one portion of the hall in keep- 
Now the same principle which 
applied to the chair and to this Capitol, would also 
apply to the Presideni’s House. If the furniture 
and appendages of either were considered too ccstly, 
it was not the fault of members, or of the Presi- 
deat. If, said Mr. L. any body is to be blamed, it 
must be your ancestors—those patriots who 
thought proper to construct such buildings. If gen- 
tlemen feit disposed to throw stones, they must 
throw them at their patriotic forefathers, who in 
the purity and simplicity of their hearts, did not 
deem such bui dings wocostly, or as having an 
anti-Republican tendency. We had not done it. It 
had been in generations gone by, and by men betier 
than we w+re; and he who would undertake to 
deny an appropriation for keeping such buildings 
in repair, was casting a reproach upon the memory 
of taose good men. He would again repeat, that 
opposing such appropri itions was a small business, 
very smal! indeed, and which wou'd do no man apy 
credit. There were objects of a far higher charac'et 
to which the gentleman from Pennsylvania might 
direct his atiention, and where the Administration 
was more vulnerable. 

He, Mr. L. was no friend of Mr. Van Buren, 
but he wou'd do him the justice te say tha’, if 
there was any thing wrong in relation to the foroi- 
ture of the White House, the President was not 
blame for it. Oa the contrary, he, Mr. L. knew 
his great delicacy on the subject, and would assure 
gentlemen that, whenever the committee had con- 
sulted the President ia relation to any add tional 
furnitare, he had invariably expressed the grea'est 
re.uctance to have any thing expened for that 0b- 
ject. He, Mr. L. would state, from his own know- 
ledge, that not a single article of furnitare’ supplied 
during the last three years, had been ‘supplied'at the 
request of the President himself. ‘The edminittee 
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alone were answerable, and they would assume the 
asid iy. Butso far was the President from 
desicing any additions made to the furniture, that, 
about [wo years ago, it aciualiy became necessary 
for bimself and the other members of the com- 
mittee to co what he had never done before, nor 
would he ever do it again. Did gentlemen wish to 
know what that wae? He woud e!lithem. It 
was to go throcgh every room in another man’s 
house, to sex how much furniture be wanted, and 
whai conveniences were required. He hoped that 
entlemen would take notice of this fact, and re- 
member it whenever they aitempted to cast ven- 
sure on the President in relation to his furniture. 

Mr. L. then gave some particulars of the condi- 
tion of the Whte House, when it was visited by 
the committee, before it was left by the late Presi- 
dent Jackson. 

He said there was one room occupied by the 
Private Secretary of the President, with his wife 
and family. In that room there were three old 
chairs, a stained washstand, and a shabby old- 
fashioned mahozany table, which turred up, and 
which was so mean that the wagoner of Presid-nt 
Monroe was eshamed of it, and actually refused io 
take itaway. When he looked round that room, 
itreminded him of his son’s co!lege room. Yet 
these three old chairs, stained Washstand, and turn 
up table, wa: all the furniture in that room, which 
was occupied by the Priva'e Secretary and family 
up to the time the Ja‘e President Irft the city. If 
any gent'eman doubted the truth of this statement, 
let him go throngh the chambers and inspect them 
himself. But he hoped he should no longer hear 
blame cast on the President when a small appro- 
priation was required for the purchase of necessary 
furnitu:e. If the furniture was considered too ex- 
pensive, it was not the fault of the President, but 
the fault of those who, by constructing the build- 
ing of such dimensions, had rendered it necessary. 

Mr. L. expressed his determination to vote for 
every reasonable appropriation for keeping the 
house in proper repair. He then called attention 
to the sums expended on the Treasury building, 
and went into an argument of some l-ngth to show 
that, in this instance, the appropriations hal really 
been abused; which remarks will be given as carly 
as time and circumstances will permit. Mr. L. 
having concluded, . 

Mr. PETRIKIN obtained the floor, an! intima- 
ted a desire to reply to that portion of the remarks 
of Mr. Lincoun in relation to the construction of 
the Treasury, Patent, and Post Office buildings; 
and, on his motion, the committee, at 6 o'clock, 
rose, and reporied progress. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Farpay, April 17, 1840. 

Mr. WALZ presented a memorial of cit zens of 
New Jersey, praying the passage of a general bank 
ropt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the Committee on 
the Judiciary were discharged from the further 
a of the memorial of Williamson and 

mith. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memo- 
nal of Seth C. McClure and others, citizens of the 
United States, praying an increase of duties on 
imported wollen goods; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the 
heirs and legal represen'atives of Robert Moore, 
deceased, and the petition of J. Bsaumont ard 
Nathaniel Harr:son, praying that they may be al- 
lowed to enter a quantity of public land; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
James Ware, a seaman in the naval service of the 
United States, praying a pension in cons‘deration 
of disabilities incurred whilst a prisoner to the 
Tripolitans in 1803; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. B. presented the memorial of the pilots of » 


the Delaware river and bay, praying a repeal 
of the act of March 2, 1837; which was referred 
‘o the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 





| 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Commitee on Na- || wardens of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 


val Affairs, to which was feferred the memoria! of 
Prudence C. Li ring, made an unfavorable report 
hereoi; which was «dered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commitee on Claims, 
-to ‘which was referred the memorial of the Leai-Ja- 
ture of Michigan, praying that compensatioa may 
be made to citiz-ns for property lo tor des'royed 
curing the last war, reported that, in the es'imation 
of -he committee, no further legisiationis pec: ssary, 
and asked to bedi-charged from the further con- 
s.deration of the memorial; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. a'so, from the same committee, to which 
were referred 


The memorial of the executor of Abner L. Dun- | 


can; 
The memoria! of Charles Brenan; and 


The memurial of D. S. Gardiner, agent of James 


Brooks and others; 
made unfavorable reports thereou respectively, 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H also from the same committee, to which 
were referred additional papers in relation to the 
claim of Hill and Stalker, report that they contain 
nothing to change their former adverse report on 
this claim. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was reterred the bill from 


sentatives of John Grunbal!, reported the same 
without amehdment. , 
BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of the S:eamboat Compa- 
ny of Nantucke'!; and 

The biil for the relief of J. M. Sirader; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill supplementary t> an act to grant pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the public lands, 
coming up on its third reading, after some remarks 
by Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, KING. and CLAY 
of Kentucky, on motion by Mr. C. it was post- 
poned u stil Monday next. 

The bill suppl mentary to the act entitled ‘An 
act to estab'isa branches of the Mint of the United 
States,” approved March 3, 1835, coming up on 
its third reading— 

Mr. PRESTON moved to rec mmit the bill, with 
instructions to inquire into tie expediency of 
abolishing or suspending the various branch 
mits, 

On this ques ion a discussion ensned, in which 
Messrs. PRESTON and CLAY of Kentucky ad- 
vocated, and Messrs LUMPKIN, WR'GHT, 
CALHOUN, BROWN, HUBBARD, HENDER- 
SON, and BUCHANAN, oppesed, the recommit- 
ment; end the questiea on recommi'ment being ta- 
ken, it was decided in the negative—ayes 11, noes 
27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton» 
Crittenden, Dixon, Kn ght, Porter, Prentiss, Pres 
ton, Regzles, Smith of Indiana, and White—11. 

NAY3—-Mes-rs. Allen, Anders:n, Beaton, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Cuthbert, Fulten, Grandy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Lion, Lump‘in, Mouton, Nicho'as, Norvell, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Surgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Williams, Wright, and Young—27. 

The b.l] was then read a third time, and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of the owners of the Bri- 
tish brig Despatch; 

The bill tor the relief of Benjamin Parsons; 

The bill for the te ief of the representatives of 
Jeseph Barnard; 

The bill for the relief of E. W. and H. Smith; 

The bill for the relief of Pierre Menard, Antoine 
Peltier, and Jc seph Placy; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Col. Francis Vigo; 

The bi'l for the relief of Converse and Reese; 

The bill for the relief of Colin Bishop; 

The biil to refund to Noah Miller and others a 
on of the proceeds of the sale of the British sloop 

ary, ard ca’g», which were captnied by them, 
aad livelied ani sold for the benefit of the United 
States; 

The bill from the louse of Representatives for 
the relief of Sutton Stephens; 

The bil) for the rel:ef of the vestry and church- 














parisn of St. Philip, in the city of Charleston, in 
u.e Sta‘e of South Carolina; 
The bill for the reef of Joha C. Reynolds, late 


|| disbursing agent of the Government; 


The bill for the re ief of Witham Osteen; 
The bill for the relief of Hazard Kaowles; 
The bill for the relief of Charies M. Keller and 


| Henry Stone; 
| were severally considered as in Committee of the 


| Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading. 








Sess Sse 


The bill for the relief of Ira Day was rejected. 
The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, April 17, 1840. 

Mr. DOTY asked the consent of the House to 
offer a resc lution, proposing to authorize the CrerK 
to have prineda ceitain map of Wiskonsia; but 
the reception of the resolution was objected to 

By universal con ent, Messrs. STEENROD and 
REYNOLDS presented pet tions. 

{Mr. Reynoxops of Litinois presented the memo- 
rial of George Kender, Joel Whiteside, and Jubilee 
Posey, of Madison Gounty, Iilineis, praying the 


| adjusiment cf certain land claims; which were re- 
the Hou-e for the re'ief of the he.rs and legal repre- || 


ferrei to the Committee on the Public Lands } 

Mr. BURKE asked the general consent of the 
House to present a memorial. 

Mr. RARIDEN objected. 

Mr. LEE? said his friend from Indiana [Mr. 
Raripen]} certainly would not object .f he knew 
the nature of the memorial, it being one trom the 
Cuierk of the House in relation to the subject pend- 
ing before the House. 

Mr. RARIDEN was understood to withdraw his 
objection. 

The CHAIR announced that the first business in 
order was the reports of the Committee of Ac- 
counts, in relation to the contracts ex's ing beiween 
Langtree and O'Sullivan with the Crerk of the 
House, fer furnish ng stationery, &c. and the im- 
mediate que-tion before the Hou e was the mouon 
to recommit the reporis to the Committee on Ac- 
counts, with the following instractions: 

1. Whe her the prices paid by the Cugrk of this 
House for stationery, is a reasonable price, when 
compared with what stationery can be purchased 
for trem other persons, of like quality. 

2. Whether the stationery is not of an ioferior 
kind, when compared with the stationery pur- 
chas:d for this Houce at tie last two sessions of 
Cons ress. 

3. Whether any allowance was asked by the 
Cierx, either in writing or verbally, for the differ- 
ence inexchange between Philade!phaand New 
York; and, if any, how much? 

4. Whether any payment has been made by 
the C.uerk the con'ractor, in advance, on-his con- 
tract, or the auduing of his account by the com- 


mittee? 


Mir JOHNSTON of New York moved the fol- 
lowing asa substi ute for the above instructions, 
Viz: 

That the resolution which passed this House on 
the fvurth day of March last, upon the sabject of 
station ‘ry, and the reports thereon, and the other 
matters therein contained, be committed to a Se- 
lect Commitiee, with additional ins ractions to ia- 
quire and report to the House: 

1. Whether the prices paid by the Curnrx of this 
Hou-e for stationery as reasonable, when com- 
pared with p-ices for which s ationery of the tame 
quality could have been purchase! of other persons 
than those of whom he purchased. 

2. Whether the stationery isnot of an inferior 

quality, whencompared with the stationery far- 
nished this House at the last two se-sions of Con- 
gress. 
3. In what mode or manner the CLerx has ad- 
vanced or paid money to said Langtree, in relation 
to Said Stationery, th: amoun-s paid, and the gif- 
ferent times whet paid; and that said committee 
have power to send for person and papers. 

Mr. BURKE then asked leave to present the me- 
morial of Mr. Gaauanp, the Clerk of the House. 

Mr WISE claimed his right to the floor on the 
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question before the House. He wou'd, however, 
like to hear the memorial read. 

The memorial was then presented and read as 
follows: 


To the House of Representatives: 

Gentiemen: As an officer of your honorable 
body, deprived by the rales of the House, and the 
laws of propriety, from appearing in my own ce- 
fence, lam constrained to resort to the uliimate 
right of an Ametican citizen, and appeal 'o your 
honorable body, praying that a Setect Committee 
may be raised, and inguiry made into my offical 
conduct, the propriety and integrity of which have 
been brought in question. 

In a letter addressed to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, two days since, when this mat- 
ter was brought into the House, | stated to him that 
I had no hing to conceal, was anxious for the most 
rngit scrutiny, aod hoped he would throw no ob- 
stacie in the way of investization. This ‘etter he 
was author zed to read to the Horse, if nec: sary; 
and he did, in his sperch, state the substance there- 
of. But l understand that it was again repeated 
yesterday, (1 was not present,) that 1 have acted 
fraudulently, and am endeavoring (0 screen mysetl 
from inves? gation. 

There were -uificient facts before the committee 
to disprove this charge, and (here is now in the re- 
port of the committee, lying on your table, suth- 
cient evideare to reiute ail such gratuitous. asser- 
lions; but that there may not be the slightest doubt 
resting un the maiter, | pray your honurable body 
tu give ‘he fullest scope to investigation. In ask- 
ing for a Select Committee for this purpose, L only 
mran 'o respond to the wishes of these who ex- 
pressed a desire for further inquiry, and not to cast 
any impuiation on the Committee of Accounts, 
who have h therto had ths matter in charge, and 
have reported thereon, Buatas they are aceused of a 
partial leaning: in my favor, | hope I shail be ex- 
eused in des:riag that any fulure investigation may 
be tranferred to another trbunai. | have no 
cheice as to that tribunal. [throw myself vpoa 
the whole House, without regard to party d stinc- 
tions, Without fear of party inflvences, not doublung 
thai a fair and honorable trial wi'l be awarded me. 
I ask no faveis—only justice. 

Very respectinily, 
HUGH A. GARLAND, 
Clerk House of Representatives U.S. 

Mr. BURICE said he wished to have a Selert 
Commitee raived oa the memorial, with general 
instructions 

The CHAIR inguired what number did the gen- 
Lemau piopo-e ihe commiutiee should consist of, 

Mr. BURKE replied five. 

The CHAIK said there was such a preposi- 
tion now befsre the House. 
Mr. WISE pre-umed 

Would answer, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said that the propesi- 
tion of the gentleman from New York [Mr, 
JonnsTon] was speerfic, anc teat of the gentleman 
from New Warpohi e [Mr. Boaxe) was general ia 
1S characier. 

Mr. WISE said he highly approved of the course 
of the CLERK in cemanding an investigation. 
He was sure the e was no one whe did not desire 
that the investigation should te aceerded to the 
Cierk upon what wascharged. He said he =l- 
ways was in tavor of o dering lavestigations inte 
the conduci of the pub ic officers on tre privcip'e 
of Jaw. which pre-umed al! criminals inacceai an- 
til they be proved gui. It was fer that 
reason that he was opposed to the doctrine 
that the conductof a pubiic officer could not be 
investigated except on specific charges. The true 
ground, as the basis. of all investigations, was the 
presump'ion of the innocence of the pablic officer, 
and for that reason he was in favor of general, and 
not specific, pewers ty a commajtiee of investi- 
gaiion in this imsiamnce. The. Crerx had 
done. in this instance what every pubic officer 
should do, Tne dipositi n which had here o ore 
been purrved, to obsirect iavestigation exer pi spe 
cific charges were preferred, woud not betolerated 
in a country. like this. The doctrine of specific 
charges was “holly erroneous. Thepe. should be, 
and could be, ne specific charges, unless there was 


ihat that proposition 


data \o go upen; bot he held that when the least 
suspicious were hinted, in the pubhe prints even, 
that the office:s of the Government should come 
forward, as the Cyrer« had done in this instanee, 
and demanded ‘hat an iove-tigation should be had, 
and that witnesses should be examined on oath. 
The CLerk did what was right and proper; and he 
thought it was just that bis memorial, and the re- 
ports of the minority and majority of the commit- 
\ee, and the statements of the Clase aecompany- 
ing these repor's, should be referred io the Seiect 
Commitee propcsed, with general instructions to 
inquire into all matters of fraud and economy—the 
econo.ay of the contract, and the fraud, if any, in 
making the contract. This embraced every thing 
which it was pronosed to invest gate. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York made no objec- 
tion which was distinctly heard; when 

Mr. WISE inquired of him whether the grounds 
he had taken would not embrace every thing that 
he wished. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York was understood 
'o say that the resoluiion of March was in :erms 
sufficiently broad to embrace every thing, if the 
commitiee had 2ec’ed in good faith under 1. 

Mr. WISE then read a reso ution proposing to 
raise a Select Committee, with general powers; 
which Mr. JOHNSTON of New York accepted as 
a modification of his. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia bheped bis col- 
‘eague would agree io recetve the memorial, and 
have it referred. 

Mr. WISE was perfectly wil ing that it should 
be. 
Mr. L. WILLIAMS objected to its recep‘ion. 
Mr. LEET contended that the m-morial had 

been already received. 

Mr. J. GARLAND moved to suspend the rales 
for the purpose: f ree iving it; and demanded the 
yeas and nays on that mot‘on; which were o:dered, 
and were, yeas 132,nays 13. Those who voted 
agaist i's reception were, 

Messrs. Andrews, Birnard, Calhoun of Mass;- 
chuset's, C ans‘on, Garret Davis, Dennis, Dillet, 
Gentry, Hail, Mitchell, Proffit, John White, L. 
Williams, and C. H. Wiliams. 

So the memorial was received. 

Mr. BURKE then offered the following reso- 
latten: 

Resoleed, That the memorial of Hecn A. Gar- 

LAND, Clerk of tre House of Representatives, re- 
ating to his officral conduct as am officee of this 
House, be referred to a Seiect Comm tee of five 
members, with power to sead for persons and 
papers, 
& Mr. PETRIKIN | ers raised a point of order, 
the rues havirg been suspended for a spec fic wb- 
jecl—tae reception of Ihe memorali—whether it 
was ia order to offer a resoluuon. 

The CHAIR decided ‘hat the resolution was in 
order. 

Mr, PETRIKIN took an appeal from that deei- 
stor. 

Mr. CLIFFORD mainiained that the resolution 
was ceitaioly in order—the rales having been sus- 
peaced tor the parpose.of recewing the memonrnal 
—and the memorial i'self called for the appoint 
ment of a Select Commitiee. It would be no use io 
receive it, ualess for the purpose of having some 
action Bepon it 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND, for the purpose of 
doing away “ith any cavil, or any objection, and to 
show that the CLeak was willing to meet the inves- 
tigation, in its breadest sense, would submit the ful- 
lowing resojation: 

Resolved, Thai the memorial of the Ciera, and 
all other papers ap! mavers pertineat to the sub- 
ject, now before the House, from the Committee of 
Accounts, or from eny «ther souree, be relerred. to 
a Seleci Committee, With in-tructions to ingnieanto 
all matters of fraud, all considerations of economy, 
and all other matie:s and Unngs in relation to the 
contracts made by the Crer« of this House, in re- 
lation. to. furnishing slationery and lithographic 
printing for the Hease; and that said committee 
have power (o+end for persons abd papers. 

Mr. BURK& accepiedit as a_ modification, of 
his resolution. 

Some objection being still expressed, 
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Mr. J. GARLAND said he did not wisty to ap. 
pear captious about the form, and that the gente. 
man objecting might put the resolution in bis ow, 
form. 

Mr. WISE said the resolution, as then proposed, 
embraced all that was requisite. 

Mr. PETRIKIN still persisted in his point of 
order, that the rules were not suspended for any 
disposition cf ihe memorial, or for the reception of 
any resolution. s 

The CHAIR said that the rales having been sus. 
pended for the reception of the memorial whieh 
asked for a particular thing, it was certainly in of. 
der for the House to have 2py proposition on the 
memorial to effect that object. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, to save trouble, said he would 
so modify his proposition as to refer the whole sub. 
ject under the instructions to a Select Committee. 

Mr. LEET said he had risen for the purpose of 
expressing his entire satixfaction with the course 
which the House, by its vote, on the motion of the 
genileman from Virginia (Mr. GartanD] (o sus. 
pend the roles, indicated a disposition to pursue, 
in reference to the memorial of the Cier«, which 
was a few minutes ago read at ihe desk. 


He thought that it was right and proper, 
to receive and act upon that memorial, and 
with that view he had voted for a suspension of the 
ro'es. Under the circumstances, what better plaa 
could be adopted? Has any preterable one been 
suggested? No. Fortwo or three days. past, the 
House has witnessed a conflict (not the most plea. 
sant to any of the parties, and perhaps not very 
useful to the House,) between the members of the 
majority and minority of the Commitiee of Poblic 
Accounts. Acontiavance of this controversy will 
be re. dered unnecessary, and altogether superseded, 
by a compliance with the request of the Crmre. 

Under the resolution adopted some time sinee, 
said Mr. L. on the motion of his colleague, [Mr. 
Preraixin,} the Committee on Accounts had made 
sach ingury as appeared to them useful and 
cailed for by the resulution. That resolution was 
one of iaquiry alore; at that time no charges were 
preferred. But, sir, said Me. L..during the diseus 
sion oa the motion to recommit the report, insinua- 
tvons, or rather, indeed, direct charzes, were made 
of the floor of the House, of official misconducton 
the part of the CLERK, in his contract for furnishing 
stationery {cr tne House. This, sir; being 
the fact, the case assumes an. essentially: dif 
ferent aspeet from that which it in. the: first 
instance presenied. in the present condition 
of the mathr, it must sinke every gentieman 
that the course taken by the CLERK is. a discreet 
and properooe. ie is the officer of this House, 
and it is dae to the House, as» well as to himself, 
that these charges ot official impropriety in the eon- 
\racts eatered into for stationery, ssoutd besexposed 
(0 a patient and searching investigation. The Com 
mitiee on Accounts have divided in opinion im the 
perfurmance of thew duties, under the resolution, 
to which I, amoment ago, made reference, andthe 
whole matter may appear eaveloped in a fag, 
which ought most certainly to be dissipated. 

Mr. PETRIKIN here interp: sed, and said that 
the quesuon immediately betore the House was 
the point of order raised by himself. 

Mr. LEET preceeded to remark, that if bis eb 
league insi-ted upon his point of order, let it be 99, 
he could, in the way of legitimate «liscussion apon 
(hat poiné ol order, say io. ihe House abl he felt any 
desire to say, and iiwas but a.werdontwo, 

Bat, said Mr. L. as to this point of order, raised 
by the. gentleman, from, Peunsylvagia, he would 
most respect(ully remark, thai his colleagne him 
self, upoa refleciion, would fiad thatit was ante 
bie. How staeds.the.case? The 
Uemaa from, Virginia [Mr.. Gaanana} © 
suspend the rules, for the purpose. of receiving, 
considering, aad taking action, upen, the: 
of the. Crees. Ia.this manner 1) oud the 
moiion of thy gentleman. - House a) 
this motion, by a majoruy of morethamet 
Now, sir, said-Mr. le what wall bedheaneof me 
ceiving the memorial, ualess. we 
and. raise, the. special, commiitee, wiiiels the 
memorialjst asks for, whose duty. it wid be @ 
inquire into, investigate and report upon the whole 
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question before the House. He wou'd, however, 
like to hear the memorial read. 

The memorial was then presented and read as 
follows: 


To the House of Representatives: 

Gentiemen: As an officer of your honorable 
body, deprived by the rales of the House, and the 
laws of propriety, foom appearing in my own de- 
fence, | am constrained to resort to the ullimate 
right of an Ametican citizen, and appeal to your 
honorable body, praying that a Select Committee 
may be raised, and inquiry made into my official 
conduct, the propriety and integrity of which have 
been brought in question. 

In a letter addressed to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, two days since, when this mat- 
ter was brought into the House,I stated to him that 
I had no hing to conceal, was anxious for the most 
rigid scrutiny, and hoped he would throw no ob- 
s'acle in the way of investizga‘ion. This letter he 
was author zed to read to the House, if nec: s:ary; 
and he did, in his specch, state the substance there- 
of. But I understand that it was again repeated 
yesterday, (1 was not present,) that 1 have acted 
fraudulently, and am endeavoring to screen myself 
from invest gation. 

There were sufficient facts before the committee 
to disprove this charge, and there 1s now in the re- 
port of the committee, lying on your table, suffi- 
cient evidence to reiule all such gratuitous asser- 
lions; but that there may not be the slightest doubt 
resting on the matter, 1 pray your honurable body 
to give the fullest scope to investigation. In ask- 
ing for a Select Committee for this purpose, I only 
mean to respond to the wishes of those who ex- 
pres:ed a desire for further inquiry, and not to cast 
any impuiation en the Committee of Accounts, 
who have h therte had ths matter in charge, and 
have reported thereon. Butas they are accused ofa 
partial leaning in my favor, I hop: I shall be ex- 
cused in des ring that any future investigation may 
be tranferred to another tribunal. I hive no 
cheice as to thattribunal. I throw myself vpon 
the whole House, without regard to party d stinc- 
tions, Without fear of party influences, not doubling 
that a fair and honorable trial wi'l be awarded me. 
I ask no favors—only justice. 

Very respecifully, 
HUGH A GARLAND, 
Clerk House of Representatives U.S. 

Mr. BURKE said he wish'd to have a Select 
Commitiee raived on the memorial, with general 
instructions 

The CHAIR inquired what number did the gen- 
Ueman propo-e the committee should consist of, 

Mr. BURKE replied five. 

The CHAIR said there was such a proposi- 
tion now before the House. 

Mr. WISE pre-umed that 
would answer. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said that the propesi- 
tion of the gent'eman from New York [Mr. 
JOHNSTON] was specific, anc tat of the genJeman 
from New Hampshi:e (Mr. Borxe] was general in 
i s character. 

Mr.WISE said he highly approved of the course 
of the CLERK in cemanding an investigation. 
He was sure the e was no one who did not desire 
that the investigation should te accorded to the 
Cierkx upon what wascharged. He said he #l- 
ways was in favor of o:dering investigations into 
the conduct of the pub ic officers on tre princip'e 
of Jaw which pre-umed a!! criminals innccent un- 
til they be proved guliy. It was for that 

reason that he was opposed to the doctrine 
that the conduct of a public officer could not be 
investigated except on specific charges. The true 
ground, as the basis of all invesiigations, was the 
presump'ion of the innocence of the public officer, 
and for that reason he was in favor of general, and 
not specific, pewers tv a commitiee of investi- 
gation in this instance. The Crerx had 
done in this instance what every pub ic officer 
should do, Toe dispositi n which had here o'ore 
been pursued, to obstruct iuvestigation excep! spe- 
cific charges were preferred, would not be tolerated 
in a country like this. The doctrine of specific 
charges was «holly erroneous. There should be, 
and could be, no specific charges, unless there was 


that proposition 


data to go upon; but he held that when the least 
suspicious were hinted, in the public prints even, 
that the office:s of the Government should ccme 
forward, as the Crer« had done in this instance, 
and demanded that an iave-tigation should be had, 
and that witnesses should be examined on oath. 
The Cierx did what was right and proper; and he 
thought it was ju-t that his memorial, and the re- 
por's of the minority and majority of the commit- 
tee, and the statements of the CLERK accompany- 
ing these repors, should be referred to the Seiect 
Commitee propcsed, with general instructions to 
inquire into all ma'ters of fraud and economy—the 
econo.oy of the contract, and the Iraud, if any, in 
making the contract. This embraced every thing 
which it was pronosed to invest gate. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York made no objec- 
tion which was distinctly heard; when 

Mr. WISE inquired o! him whether the grounds 
he had taken would not embrace every thing that 
he wished. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York was understood 
to say that the resolution of March was in 'erms 
sufficiently broai to embrace every thing, if the 
commitiee had ec'ed in good faith under iv. 

Mr. WISE then read a reso ution proposing to 
raise a Select Committee, with general powers; 
which Mr. JOHNSTON of New York accepted as 
a modification of his. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia beped his col- 
league Would agree io receive the memorial, and 
have it referred. 

Mr. WISE was perfceily wil'ing that it should 
be. 
Mr. L. WILLIAMS objected to its recep'ion. 
Mr. LEET contended that the m-morial had 
been already received. 

Mr. J. GARLAND moved to suspend the rales 
for the purpose «f rec iving it; and demanded the 
yeas and nays on that mot:on; which were o:dered, 
and were, yeas 132,nays 13. Those who voted 
against Its reccplion were, 

Messrs. Andrews, Barnard, Calhoun of Massi- 
chuset's, C ans'‘on, Garret Davis, Dennis, Dillet, 
Gentry, Hall, Mitchell, Proffit, John White, L. 
Williams, and C. H. Wiliams. 

£0 the memorial was received. 

Mr. BURKE then offered the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the memorial of Hccu A. Gar- 
LAND, Clerk of the House of Repre-entatives, re- 
iating to his official conduct as an officer of this 
House, be referred to a Select Comm t'ee of five 
members, with power to sead for persons and 

ap’rs, 
& Mr. PETRIKIN |! er: raised a point of order, 
the ru'es having been suspended for a spec.fic wb- 
ject—tie reception of the memorial—whcether it 
was in order to offer a resolution. 

The CHAIR decided that the resolution was in 
order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN tock an appeal from that deci- 
sion. 

Mr. CLIFFORD maintained that the resolution 
was certainly in order—the rules having been sus- 
peuded for the parpose of receiving the memorial 
—and the memorial itself called for the appoint 
ment of a Select Commitice. It wou'd be no use to 
receive it, unless for the purpcse of baving some 
action wpon it 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND, for the purpose of 
doing away with eny cavil, or any objection, and to 
show that the CLerk was willing to meet the inves- 
tigation in its broadest sense, would submit the ful- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the memorial of the CLerx, and 
all other papers an’ matters pertinent to th: sub- 
ject, now before the House, from the Committee of 
Accoun's, or from eny «ther source, be referred to 
a Select Com niitee, with instructions to ingui:e into 
all matters of fraud, all considerations of economy, 
and all other matters and things in relation to the 
contracts made by the Cierk of this House, io re- 
lation to furnishing stationery and lithographic 
printing for the House; and that said committee 
have power tosend for persons and papers. 

Mr. BURKE accepted it asa modification of 
his resolution. 

Some objection being still expressed, 







Mr. J. GARLAND said he did not wish io 
pear captious about the form, and that the 
man objecting might put the resolution in his own 
form. 

Mr. WISE said the resolution, as then Proposed 
embraced all that was requisite. , 

Mr. PETRIKIN siill persisted in his point of 
order, that the rules were not suspended for an 
disposition of the memorial, or for the reception of 
any resolution. ie 

The CHAIR said that the rules having been sus 
pended for the reception uf the memorial which 
asked for a particular thing, it was certainly jn oy. 
der for the House to have 2ny proposition on the 
memorial to effect that object. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, to save trouble, said he would 
so modify his proposition as to refer the whole sub 
ject under the instructions to a Select Committee. 

Mr. LEE? said he had risen for the purpose of 
expressing his entire satisfaction with the course 
which the Elouse, by its vote, on the motion of the 
genileman from Virginia (Mr. Gartanp} to sus. 
pend the rales, indicated a disposition to pursue, 
in reference to the memorial of the CLEerk, which 
was a few minutes ago read at the desk, 


He thought that it was right and proper, 
to receive and act upon that memorial, and 
with that view he had voted for a suspension of the 
ru'es. Under the circumstances, what better plan 
could be adopted? Has any preferable one been 
suggested? No. For two or three days past, the 
House has witnessed a conflict (not the most plea. 
sant to any of the parties, and perhaps not very 
useful to the House,) between the members of the 
majority and minority of the Commitiee of Public 
Accounts. A continuance of this controversy will 
be re..dered unnecessary, and altogether superseded, 
by acompliance with the request of the Crerk. 

Under the resolution adopted some time since, 
said Mr. L. on the motion of his colleague, [Mr. 
Peraikin,] the Committee on Accounts had made 
such inqury as appeared to them useful and 
called for by the resulation. That resolution was 
oné of inquiry alore; at that time no charges were 
preferred. But, sir, Said Mr. L. during the discus- 
sion oa the motion to recommit the report, insinua- 
tions, or rather, indeed, direct charges, were made 
on the floor of the House, of official misconduct on 
the part of the CLErk, in his contract for furnishing 
stationery for tne House. This, sir, being 
the fact, the case assumes an essentially dil- 
ferent aspeet fiom that which it in the first 
instance presen'ed. In the present condition 
of the matt-r, it must sirike every gentleman 
that the course taken by the Clerk is a discreet 
and proper one. te is the officer of this House, 
and it is due to the House, as well as to himself, 
that these charges of official impropriety in the eon- 
tracts entered into for stationery, should be exposed 
to a patient and searching investigation. The Com- 
mitiee on Accounts have divided in opinion in the 
perfurmance of their duties, under the resolution, 
to which I, a moment ago, made reference, and the 
whole matter may appear enveloped in a fog, 
which ought most certainly to be d-ssipated. 

Mr. PETRIKIN here interp: sed, and said that 
the quesuon immediately before the House was 
the point of order raised by himself. 

Mr. LEET proceeded to remark, that if bis col- 
league insi-ted upon his point of order, let it be 80; 
he could, in the way of legituumate discussion upon 
that point of order, say to the House all he felt any 
desire to say, and it was but a word o1 two. 

Put, said Mr. L. as to this point of order, raised 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, he would 
most respectfully remark, that his colleague him- 
self, upon reflection, would fiad that it was antena- 
ble. How stands the case? The honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. GaaLanp] moved to 
suspend the rules, for the purpose of receiving, 
considering, and taking action upon, the memorial 
of the Cierx. In this manner I understood the 
motion of th: gentleman. The House agreed to 
this motion, by a majority of more than two-thirds. 
Now, sir, said Mr. L. what will be the u-e of re- 
ceiving the memorial, ualess we proceed further, 
and. raise the special committee, which the 





memorialist asks for, whose duty it wid be w 
inquire into, investigate and report upon the whole 








